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In the 10th chapter of Hebrews, the author encourages Christians, 23 “Let us hold fast to the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke 
one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 

In our own words, we might say, Let’s do it! Let’s allow belief to fill our minds, hearts, and lives, 
confident of God’s grace as we “keep a firm grip on God’s promises. God has always kept his word.” 
Now let’s see how inventive and creative we can be in encouraging love and helping out one another 
and people new to us. May we not avoid worshipping with each other and making the most of new 
opportunities to include others in the celebration and real fellowship together as we mature in our 
faith. 

 

We are slowly coming out of a most challenging time for us, we all know. And with every crisis there 
are lots of opportunities to allow God to transform what we are focused on and doing, and how we 
minister. In his book, The Post Quarantine Church, just written this past year, church consultant 
Thom S. Rainer shares some dynamics that deserve our attention when we are faithful: 

 

•  Gathering Differently & Better 
 

•  Seizing Our Opportunities to Reach Out into the Digital World  
 

•  Reconnecting with Our Community Near Us 
 

•  Taking Prayer to a New & Powerful Level 
 

•  Rethinking Our Facilities for Emerging Opportunities  
 

•  Making Lasting Changes to Make a Difference                              (Continued next page) 

mailto:office@westgroveumc.org
http://www.westgroveumc.org
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Unique Crisis 

In this article, I can touch on the first two. Unlike many of the other 
moments of crisis our nation has faced that brought people into churches, 
this crisis of a virus has kept people out, away from gathering in the church. 
This event is open-ended with an uncertain, unclear boundary as to when it 
ends. Like all other challenges faithful people have faced for the past 4,000 
years, it is vital that while we don’t know precisely where God is leading us 
to, we trust God wherever God leads us, and that is the nature of faith. 

 

We cannot just power our way through our challenges with positive thinking 
that is blind; as people of faith, we are always ready to face and live in the 

truth. With God’s love and faithfulness guiding and empowering us, we can be excited and 
encouraged, and not allow the unknown to become an additional source of fear turning into worry. 
We are not alone; God is with us. God will help us prepare the way. We can be open and share with 
each other the journey we are on. We can adapt, adopt and allow God’s transforming power to lead 
us and bring us back together in new ways, extending the fellowship into new opportunities.  

 

One thing we can’t do, and I don’t think any of us want to do, is enter the year ahead with a 
business as usual, or return to ‘normal’ attitude. So we focus our hearts and minds on preparing 
for the journey. We remember how the Israelites wanted so much to go back to the old normal of 
slavery in Egypt (unbelievable!); in contrast we want to be faithful. The author of Hebrews provides 
encouragement and vision, “let us provoke (encourage) one another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet (worship ) with each other.” Gathering together is important, it is essential, so we 
need to create ways to safely do so in the next 6 months, knowing we take realistic steps to move 
forward. We have been blessed in many ways. 

 

Open to Transformation 

I’m proud of WGUMC because of some very striking ways the church has 
continued to be faithful in its outreach and transformation through this 
past year. In Christ, we are led to look at our facilities and all our 
resources as something more than just for the benefit of our members, 
and see them from the perspective our community. Many people have 
shared and affirmed this insight with me. We are already at work being 
led by Christ to reach out to our community through the Food Pantry 
and Mighty Writers, to create a place for the community as well as a 
place in the community. Our CMO preschool has continued to minister to 
the children and their families in incredibly loving, caring ways. It’s a 
lifeline many of the families can’t do without. Our youth have continued to meet and have lots of 
plans for the year ahead. And the tech crew and musicians have persisted in their challenges for 
sharing quality worship, ready to learn and flex to the needs of our expression of hearts and minds. 

 

Additional Creativity 

How might we create new space and expressions of faith and build faithful 
friendships in the year and years ahead? We want to keep up the 
momentum, and invite others to join in more completely as we safely bring 
back more in person times for fellowship. In his book, Post Quarantine 
Church, Rainer shares that before the pandemic, a church asked their 
community how their facilities could best serve the community. And from the 
responses, one idea they had was the church decided to offer space for 
neighborhood children to celebrate birthdays at no cost. They painted a room 

(Continued next page) 
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 in vibrant colors; members volunteered to assist with the parties and focused on the opportunities 
they had to get to know and share love with the families and establish real relationships with 
them. It was transformative for everyone. They also created space to host law enforcement; and 
they even put in a room for some washers and dryers for the community. We are not out to copy 
these ideas; they surely can inspire our creativity.  

Gathering Options 

As much as many of us are uncomfortable with it, social media and 
electronic tools have been a great source of keeping us together, and 
expanding our thinking. Worship has continued in new ways. Many 
churches and their members have realized how adaptive worship can be 
when people can choose when they want to worship. Many people work on 
the weekend. Some churches are looking at expanding the times they offer 
worship; not just on Sunday morning, but also perhaps on Saturdays or a 
day in the week. Although it places people in different rhythms from each 
other, offering several times to meet makes faith more accessible. What 
possibilities are we willing to consider? We have opportunities to move into 
new territory. It’s as revolutionary as when the early Christians began to 
realize what taking faith and the Good News to the ends of the earth could 
mean. 

 

So how might God be leading us to think and see and hear differently? How 
might we respond differently? How will we and our members feel when we accept God’s 
transformation? Excitement can be scary. It’s early to make definitive declarations about what will 
be. The mission field we have is far different than the one many of us were trained for. And yet in 
Christ, we have all been prepared for radical transformation with the assurance of God’s grace and 
mercy. The one steady faithful element is that God’s love is with us, and so we stay centered in 
prayer, by creating multiple opportunities to share fellowship in prayer: meetings, Bible study, 
youth gatherings, social gatherings, in personal and pastoral visits, and worship, inviting everyone 
to participate. Just remember that if you have challenges finding the right words, even a sigh can 
be a prayer; all great prayers have one requirement: that they come from the heart. 

 

There is a great pitfall we work to avoid of letting activity eclipses faith-filled relationships and 
results; we must not let the means become the end. It’s especially dangerous when people are 
treated tin such ways; or when busyness replaces relationships. So: Let’s do it! Let’s allow belief to 
fill our minds, hearts, and lives, confident of God’s grace as we “keep a firm grip on God’s 
promises. God has always kept his word.” May God bless us all as we move towards Easter, 
remembering God who can turn a Crucifixion into a Resurrection is not finished with us just yet, 
and we have a lot of joy and blessings to share. I hope to see you all soon and get to know you 
better in the next year. – Tim 
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March Worship at West Grove UMC 
Join us as we worship together by opening our hearts to Jesus, growing in God’s way, and serving 

God’s world.     

 
 

 
 
 

Jenner’s Pond Residents: 
 

Join us for worship on  
 

March 14th at 11 am  
 On your closed circuit  

Jenner’s Pond TV  
 

Led by Pastor Jim  
Join us by tuning in on the Closed 

 Circuit TV at Jenner’s Pond. 

 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Scripture:  John 2:13-23 

Sermon Subject:  “Building Faith on God, Not Popularity” 
 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Scripture:  John 3:14-21 

Sermon Subject:  “Creativity of Salvation and the Holy Spirit” 
 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday In Lent 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Sermon Subject:  “God’s Law Written In Our Hearts” 

 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday 

Scripture:  Mark 11:1-11 

Sermon Subject:  “Leadership and How We Need God to Lead Us” 

9:30 In Person by reservation and Live Streaming 

Please go to Facebook.com/westgroveumc and scroll down 

for our worship service at each of the times below. You do not 

need to have Facebook to participate. If you do not have inter-

net capabilities, you can also have audio of church through the 

phone with ZOOM. Please call at 9:30 am on Sunday morn-

ings Please use this phone number: 1 (929) 436 2866 and 

enter meeting id# 572-438-033. Password is 30019390  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON 

OFFICE HOURS 

  The Church will modify its office hours 

effective immediately.  The office will be 

open for essential business only from 

10 am to 12 pm  Monday through 

Friday.  Please schedule an appointment in advance if those hours 

do not work for you.  As often as possible, please use email, calls, and 

texts to contact the church office.  Telephone messages will be checked 

frequently throughout the day.  The shopping cart is on the outside 

front lobby entrance for donation drop-offs and will be checked 

regularly.  The mailbox is available to drop off information, envelopes, 

etc. for the office and will be checked daily.  Please call Donna Fackler 

if you have any questions: 610-869-9334 or email at 

office@westgroveumc.org 

http://www.facebook/westgroveumc
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Starting March 28 

We are moving our worship 
service live stream from Facebook 
to YouTube. 

 

Get Ready 

Subscribe to our channel 

today by CLICKING HERE, or by 
searching YouTube for “West 
Grove (PA) United Methodist 
Church”.  Click the “All” 

notifications bell to receive live notifications. 

 

Recordings of  all services since March 2020 are already posted, and also to our 
website under Watch & Read – Weekly Sermons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Easter Bag Pick-Up! 

Sunday, March 28th 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Easter is right around the corner! The Children’s 
Ministry team is excited to bring you Easter Bags 
again this year!  

Bags for Pre-k children and children K-6 are filled with 
Easter eggs, small crafts, candy and more. 

We hope you hop over on March 28th!  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcMskzlor4EexJqIRtPVMZw
http://westgroveumc.org/weekly-sermons/
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                       LENTEN BIBLE STUDY BY PASTOR JIM 
 
During the Mondays of Lent, beginning on February 22 and 

continuing each Monday until the Monday after Easter (April 5th), 
there will be a Bible Study on the events of each day of Holy Week 
and for the days following the Resurrection.  It will be held in the 

sanctuary at 6:30 PM and will be supported by a PowerPoint 
program that I am developing.  

 
This 7-week study will begin with Palm Sunday when Jesus rode 
triumphantly and victoriously into Jerusalem and will look at the 

events of each day of Holy Week and will include events leading 
up to the Ascension of Christ.  

 

Our study will use the Gospel of Mark as our foundational text and add the events from 
the other Gospels that are not included in Mark. 

 
Pastor Jim 

 

 

             EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM 

 It’s Easter Flower time!  We are now accepting orders for Easter flowers in memory, 

honor or in celebration of a loved one, or for you and your family. 

The last date to order flowers is Palm Sunday, March 28th.  Please fill out this order 

form send or email the information to Donna in the church office. Checks can be made 

payable to "WGUMC" with memo line noting Easter Flowers. On Easter Sunday, we will 

include the list of those who purchased flowers in memory, honor or celebration of a 

loved one. 

If you have any questions, please contact Donna Fackler in the church office.  

      Price each      Quantity            Total  

Tulips    $6.00            _______     $ __________ 

Daffodils   $6.00           _______     $ __________ 

TOTAL: ______________ 
 

Please designate below how you wish to offer these flowers,  so it can be recognized in the Easter Sunday bulletin.  

Contact the church office with questions or concerns . 
 

In Memory of_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Name: ____________________________________________       Total Amount $______________________ 
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24 HOUR LENTEN PRAYER VIGIL 

2021 

Begins, Good Friday, April 2, 2021 at 8am; ends Holy 

Saturday, April 3,2021 at 8 am. 

Prayer vigils are centuries old- "Vigil", indicates a time of 

watchfulness, an awake time set apart for the purpose of 

prayer.  It is based on the Scripture, 1 Thessalonians 

5:17; pray without ceasing. 

Please sign up online on sign-up genius for 1 hr time slots 

so that we may have a 24 hr period of prayer without 

ceasing.  Prayer requests and materials provided to aid 

you in your time of prayer will be sent via email and be 

available for pick up in the hall outside the office.  They may also be mailed if needed, please make 

Donna aware. 

We, at West Grove UMC will intercede for each other, to care for each others needs during our 

prayer vigil.   

As the vaccine becomes more available this is a good 

explanation of the immune response. This shared by 

Apple News. 

Here's why that second coronavirus shot can be such 

a doozy 

Doctors have been warning people that first dose can 

have a kick to it. And now, people are starting to 

report that second dose can cause more side-effects 

than the first dose. It's not unexpected, but here's 

why it happens. 

So you finally got your coronavirus vaccine. It took 

weeks of waiting, maybe a few calls before hitting the 

jackpot with a drive-through vaccination clinic. Or 

maybe you're a health care worker who got the shot 

at work. 

Now comes the hard part -- making sure you get that 

second dose on time. It means another appointment, 

and keeping a close eye on the calendar. Plus, 

perhaps, a little bit of anxiety. 

Doctors have been warning people that first dose can 

have a kick to it. And now, people are starting to 

report that second dose can cause more side-effects 

than the first dose. 

 

It's not an unexpected finding. Moderna and Pfizer 

both said in their submissions to the US Food and 

Drug Administration that there was a noticeable 

difference in the reactions to the doses when they 

were testing their vaccines in volunteers. 

"Grade 3 solicited local adverse reactions were more 

frequently reported after Dose 2 than Dose 1," 

Moderna's statement reads. Grade 3 adverse 

reactions include swelling, pain, body aches, 

headache and fever. 

But why? 

Analogies always help. Imagine you look out the 

window one night and see someone skulking around. 

He looks creepy, and you may be a little alarmed, but 

you don't panic. 

"The first time someone sees that peeping Tom, they 

might be quite creeped out. They might go the police 

station and report this person and someone will draw 

a sketch and that goes to all the police stations," says 

evolutionary biology professor Michael Worobey of the 

University of Arizona. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

 
Susan Paisley, RN 

Parish Nurse 
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A few weeks later, 

you hear a noise, 

look out the 

window, and see 

the same face. 

You are more 

likely to react 

strongly this 

time, knowing 

you've seen this 

face before. Your 

heart pounds, 

your hands get 

clammy and your 

mind races. You 

may even call 

911. And the 

police will be ready to come grab the guy. 

The next time that person tries to do something, there is 

likely to be a much bigger response because there are 

more people who are familiar with that face now," 

Worobey explains. 

The first dose of vaccine is like that first look at the 

stranger -- the body's immune system takes notice and 

takes some precautions, but the second time it's even 

more primed to recognize and respond to that prompt. 

This is how vaccines work in general, of course. They're 

meant to be like a wanted poster, educating the 

immune system to be on the lookout. 

So-called prime-boost vaccines -- those that work better 

with two or more doses -- draw out this response. 

"With the first dose, you are having to generate an 

immune response from the ground up," Worobey said. 

The body produces antibodies, but also starts to 

generate immune cells called B cells to make targeted 

antibodies. This takes time -- a process known as 

maturing. 

"You end up with a finely-tuned B-cell population," 

Worobey said. "Then the second time you give a person 

the shot, those cells are sitting around like a clone army 

and can immediately start producing a very big immune 

response, which is what is happening when people feel 

like they have been kicked in the teeth." 

Thomas Geisbert, a professor and expert in emerging 

viral threats at the University of Texas Medical Branch, 

notes that some vaccines build up plenty of response 

with a single dose. But the prime-boost strategy builds 

a longer-lasting defense force, he says. 

"Your immune system is already jacked up from the 

first dose," he said. So with a second dose, "You tend to 

build up a longer and more durable response." 

The flu-like symptoms that come with any viral infection 

are not caused by the virus itself. They are caused by 

the body's response. 

The fever and muscle 

aches come from 

inflammation, which 

in turn is a sign that 

immune cells called T 

cells are sending out 

an alarm in the form 

of signaling chemicals 

called cytokines. 

"You get swelling at 

the injection site," 

said Geisbert. "People 

can have chills or 

aches and pains, or 

they are feeling off or 

feeling tired." 

That bodes well for predicting whether the vaccines will 

provide better protection than natural immunity. "These 

symptoms mean that your immune system is revving up 

and the vaccine is actually working," US Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle 

Walensky told a White House briefing last month. 

The new coronavirus has only been around for about a 

year, so no one can say yet whether it will be more like 

measles, which people catch once in a lifetime, or like 

influenza, which people catch over and over again. 

Studies indicate that immunity to coronavirus lasts for 

months anyway -- six months, nine months or even 

longer. 

That's not 100% of the population -- immunity varies a 

lot from one person to another, and a few cases have 

been documented of people being infected twice with 

coronavirus. But they seem to be uncommon instances. 

These studies also take snapshots of people's immune 

systems over time and they show that right after 

infection, two types of antibody spike in number and 

then crash, while a third type builds up more slowly. 

And then B cells that have been "trained" to recognize 

the virus start producing specific antibodies that build 

up in the blood. 

Vaccination may speed up this process -- providing 

people quicker protection but also perhaps providing a 

broader level of protection that a natural infection 

would. 

"Because this is all going so fast, the studies and the 

key data are not there yet," Geisbert said. 

(Information from CNN article found on  

https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/04/health/coronavirus-

vaccine-second-shot-effects-wellness/index.html; 

By Maggie Fox, CNN.  Updated 7:34 AM ET, Thu February 4, 

2021) 

 

https://www.cnn.com/profiles/maggie-fox
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Holy Week at West Grove UMC 
 

 

             Palm Sunday, March 28th 
                       9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 Offered In-Person and Live-Streamed on Facebook and YouTube 

We begin worship celebrating the triumphant entry of Jesus into 

Jerusalem and face towards the cross. 

 

 

              Maundy Thursday, April 1st 
                                         Times to be Announced  

                    Join us for Communion 

             For all who have been disappointed and denied,  

              join us at the communion table with Jesus denied by his  

            friend on his way to the cross. 

 

 
 

    Good Friday, April 2nd 
               24 Hour Prayer Vigil,                                      

           Friday, 9 a.m.—Saturday, 9 a.m. 

Sign up for a one-hour time slot to pray from home for the 
needs of our church family and for the needs of our community.  Prayer requests and 

materials provided. Contact Susan Paisley for details. 
                                                                        

 

 Easter Sunday, April 4th 
 

Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. 

Outside on the church grounds 
 

On this triumphant Easter morning, join us at our 

Sunrise Service outside in the Prayer Garden to 

proclaim Christ is alive!.  
 

Blended Celebration Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

                       In-person and Virtual 
 

Join us as we celebrate the Risen Christ this day with Service 9:30 a.m. Find the love 
you’ve been missing! 
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As we move forward 

into 2021 we continue 

to assess the COVID-

19 pandemic as a 

nation and a church. 

As most of you know, 

our trip to Boston was 

cancelled in June 

2020 and was 

changed to June of 

this year.  After 

speaking with parents, 

students and Pastor 

Tim, the group 

decided that moving 

our Boston trip to 

2022 was the safest 

option for this year.  

 

Out of changed plans comes new 

opportunities. This year, instead of heading 

out of town, we will be holding a week of 

service here at West Grove UMC, under the 

new title of "Summer Service Week". This 

week will provide the opportunity for youth 

and adults to work with people in and 

around their community, learn about the 

needs of people in the community and grow 

in compassion for their neighbors.  

So what do we know right now? 

 

The church is hosting our week of service- 

it's where we will eat, sleep, hang out and 

have all of our programming for the week.  

We will be participating in different types of 

service during the week. We may be handing 

out food, sorting clothes, painting a shed, 

doing yard work for folks...there's so much to 

be done. Details will be shared over the 

coming months!  

We will have 

transportation to and 

from work sites each 

day.  

Youth and adult 

participants will be able 

to go home each day to 

shower and change. If 

needed, we will have 

host homes for those 

who need it.  

  

Is there any cost to 

participate? 

There is no cost to 

participants! This week 

is free for students and 

adult volunteers. Students entering 9th 

grade through graduating seniors are 

welcome to participate.  

Our planning team will be looking at 

fundraisers and receiving donations that we 

can give to the organizations and individuals 

that we will be working with this year.  

 

I am very excited at this opportunity for our 

youth and adult volunteers. My hope and 

prayer is that we all become more aware of 

the needs of those who live where we live; 

that our foundation in God and Christ 

multiples our love and moves us to keep 

creating a world where we we take care of 

one another. 

 

If you would like more information or you  

would like to sign up as a student or adult 

volunteer, Contact Melanie at 

childyouthdirector@westgroveumc.org  

  

Youth Week of Summer Service 

June 20-26, 2021 
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AMAZON SMILE AND 

HOW YOU CAN HELP THE 

CHURCH 

Due to Covid, many of us have been 

depending on on-line shopping to 

limit our exposure.  If you use 

Amazon for your shopping, would you 

please consider signing in under 

Amazon Smile?  It’s the same stuff, same account, but you get to chose a charity and Amazon will 

donate (at no cost to you) a percentage of what you spend to the charity.  Of course, we hope you chose 

West Grove United Methodist Church when you make your choice.  It’s painless and it helps the 

church.  Please ask your family and friends to chose us too!  

I was amazed at how my Christmas shopping allowed donations to build up for the church.  

If everyone did it, it would be a wonderful gift to the church.  Donna 
 

 

 

Please support the church through signing 

on to Amazon Smile for your online 

purchases or purchase gift cards through 

our Scrip Program. 

Each purchase contributes a small 

percentage to the church,  but with your 

participation we can, together, make a 

difference! 

WGUMC 

 

Gift cards and store cards.  SCRIP IS 

BACK!  If you are ordering gift cards for the 

holidays to shop or give as gifts, grocery 

cards, gas cards, a selection of many store 

cards, please place your order through the 

church!  We get a percentage as a donation 

to the church, so every card you purchase, 

helps the church!  Please call Gene Aucott 
to place your order today!  610-869-7355  



 12 

 

Do you receive the weekly Constant Contact 

emails from the church?  We publish a Weekly West 

Grove Wednesday edition and a Sunday Sneak-a-Peek about the 

sermon on Sunday and other information, including a link to the 

week’s bulletin.  If you are not receiving these two emails, perhaps you elected to unsubscribe or 

they are being treated as spam and are going directly to trash. 

A lot of information is shared in these two weekly emails and we often publish special 

editions of timely information you may be interested in.  This monthly newsletter is also 

shared via CC. If you are missing out and would like to be on the list, email Donna Fackler, our 

Church Administrator, at office@westgroveumc.org or call the office at 610-869-9334.  I will 

be happy to add you to the list! 

Donna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eastern PA Conference's 2021 Tools for Ministry, March 13, from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM, 

will make history by being totally online for the first time, rather than being held in onsite 

district locations. Offering virtual classrooms on Zoom for this annual, half-day academy of 

learning for church leaders is yet another way the Conference is adapting to the COVID-19 

pandemic and overcoming required social-distancing restrictions against large gatherings.  

Ironically, that adaptation is bearing fruit in allowing the Conference to offer a cornucopia of 35 

diverse, online courses taught by expert faculty, all for a nominal registration fee of only $5. 

And even more fruit may result from a record-breaking turnout, due to the convenience, 

affordability and growing acceptance of online, home-based adult learning. Bishop Peggy 

Johnson will begin the morning plenary with devotions. An offering, using text-to-give on 

smartphones, or mailed options, will be received to support the antiracism and justice work of 

POWER, an interfaith community organization to which some Eastern PA Conference churches 

belong.  The 35 workshops cover a wide array of interesting and helpful subjects. One is in 

Spanish and another will be offered bilingually in English and Spanish. The workshops will be 

offered in two 90-minute sessions-beginning at 9:00 and 10:45 AM, with a break in-between.  

Visit the online information page and register today 

https://www.epaumc.org/?s=tools+for+ministry 

Also, download the flyer and the full brochure with worship descriptions. 



 13 

 

 YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  

Youth  

 

 

 

 

March 7: Game night  

March 14, 21, 28:    

3:30-5:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Service Week  

June 20-26  

As we move forward into 2021 we continue to assess 

the COVID-19 pandemic as a nation and a church. 

After speaking with parents, students and Pastor Tim, 

the group decided that moving our Boston trip to 

2022 was the safest option for this year.  

Out of changed plans comes new opportunities. This 
year, instead of heading out of town, we will be 

holding a week of service here at West Grove UMC, 

under the new title of "Summer Service Week". This 

week will provide the opportunity for youth and adults 

to work with people in and around their community, 

learn about the needs of people in the community and 
grow in compassion for their neighbors.  

So what do we know right now? 

The church is hosting our week of service- it's where 

we will eat, sleep, hang out and have all of our 

programming for the week.  

We will be participating in different types of service 

during the week. We may be handing out food, sorting 

clothes, painting a shed, doing yard work for 
folks...there's so much to be done. Details will be 

shared over the coming months!  

We will have transportation to and from work sites 

each day. Youth and adult participants will be able to 

go home each day to shower and change. If needed, 

we will have host homes for those who need it.  

Is there any cost to participate? 

There is no cost to participants! This week is free for 

students and adult volunteers. 

Students entering 9th grade through graduating 

seniors are welcome to participate.  

Our planning team will be looking at fundraisers and 
receiving donations that we can give to the 
organizations and individuals that we will be working 

with this year. 

I am very excited at this opportunity for our youth 

and adult volunteers. My hope and prayer is that we 

all become more aware of the needs of those who live 

where we live; that our foundation in God and Christ 

multiples our love and moves us to keep creating a 
world where we we take care of one another. 

If you would like more information or you  would like 

to sign up as a student or adult volunteer, Contact 

Melanie at childyouthdirector@westgroveumc.org 

Find us on social media!  

In case you didn't know, WGUMC youth have a 

Facebook page for students and parents, AND an 

Instagram account for students! Both have 
information and updates about youth group activities. 

On Instagram, search wgumcyouth 

Find us on Facebook at WGUMC Youth Ministry  

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/166108290071987 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/166108290071987
https://www.facebook.com/groups/166108290071987
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Children’s Morning Out Preschool 

We have been ‘loving" preschool so 
much this month!!  It has been all 
things hearts and love these days 
in the classrooms.  This winter 
weather can't dampen our 
spirits!  The teachers have done 
lots of painting and cutting 
practice lately.  In addition, it has 

been a perfect time to singing songs about love and talk 
about how to show love to the people around us. This 
reinforces the theme we have been talking about at Chapel 
Time with Miss Melanie.  We have had some snow days 
thrown in there and some late openings, too.  Our teachers 
are always ready to be flexible and creative to 
accommodate these winter days and make them the most 
fun for our little friends here at school.  

Heather Smalley, Director 

Children’s Ministry News 
 

Children’s Sunday school:  

Reflections on the Heart  

February 21- March 28 
 

Our Sunday school lessons through Lent come from 

Reflections on the Heart by Illustrated Ministry. By 

exploring Gospel passages about treasures and matters of the heart, we will reflect on what kind of 

treasure matters to us and the power these treasures have in our lives. 
 

Our Sunday school lessons can be found on the church’s YouTube channel. Just search West Grove 

(PA) United Methodist Church.  
 

Holy Week take home bags  

March 28, 2:00-3:15 p.m. 

Holy Week is a time for special prayers and practices for children and 

adults. Holy Week bags have items to help children and their families 

engage with prayer, The Last Supper, and Good Friday. There will also 

be fun things for celebrating Easter Sunday!  

Bags will be available for pick up at the church office. Melanie will be 

there to greet you, so come and say hello!  

If you would like Sunday school information, lesson resources and 

links, and other children’s ministry information, contact Melanie 

Hartley.   

 

CMO Chapel Time  
We have had a great time reading, sing-
ing, and praying together! This month our 
stories center around Jesus, his teach-
ings, and Holy Week.   ~ Miss Melanie, 

Children and Youth Director, WGUMC 
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Our opportunity list gives you a chance to give beyond your 

regular tithe.  Consider how you might impact our congregation 

and community.   

Item                      Qty         Approx Cost  

Monitors- Sanctuary (80") (Dream in Process!)      2          $4,000  

Electronic Sign at the street             2          $15,000  

Electronic Sign at Rt. 1                1          $50,000  

Finance Update 

We express, again, a hearty thanks to Scott Steele for his hard work as 
our treasurer for these last five years, especially in navigating us through 
the PPP loan that helped us weather some very difficult financial shock 
waves from the virus. We share a big welcome to Peter Mullen who has 
stepped forward to fill this important responsibility. We are continuing to 
search for a Finance Committee Chair. We look forward to returning to  

in-person fellowship and worship in the next few months, and are hopeful of everyone more fully 
participating in our relationships with God in Christ in the ways we support and strengthen our 
ministries. 
 

Hope In the Face of Difficulty 

Paul reflects on faith in the fourth chapter of Romans that when everything seemed hopeless, Abraham 
trusted God and continued to believe, deciding to live not on the basis of what he couldn’t do, but on 
what God said he would do. Abraham didn’t focus on his own powerlessness, and say it is all hopeless, 
this old man is nearly dead; he plunged into the promises of God. God led him to share in faith that 
became far more than Abraham could have ever imagined. His heart in faith laid the foundation for us 
today. When preaching on Romans 4, I thought an appropriate sermon title might be, “A Dead Man 
Believes!” 
 

Even with the trauma of the past year, we are blessed to have opportunities ourselves today to join in 
the promises that God has and is making through our fellowship in Christ. We face our own unique 
challenges coming back into in-person fellowship and worship together, and especially welcoming real 
friendships with people we might not have met before or know very well. Like Abraham, we decide not 
to live on what we can’t do, but by what God has promised to do. We will entrust our lives to God in 
new ways, and our choices will have an eternal impact that we can’t yet see, that is beyond us and our 
limited vision, and will be fulfilled.   
 

Thank you to everyone who has picked up their offering envelopes for 2021; we have just a few left, 
and hope to get them to people in the next week or so. 2021 Budgets are available if you would like one. 

In the past year, after we settled in with our move, Julie and I noticed we’ve had a much subdued 
lifestyle, not going out to eat and not travelling. While we look forward to returning to these 
opportunities to share joyful experiences, we have more to share and are looking at ways we can share 
more of what God has entrusted to us. Famous words from John Wesley, the founder of Methodism 
was, earn all you can; save all you can, so we can generously give all we can. We look for effective ways 
to share, and we trust that you and your family will do so too as you are able. Our church is close to 
keeping its budget, thanks to people who continue to step up in our efforts. We currently are well 
funded in the emergency aid and need support in our daily expenses. We again encourage you to 
consider shift your giving from emergency aid to general fund. This part of the budget lays a vital 
foundation for all that happens in our ministries. We are excitedly hopeful about the year ahead, and 
want you and your family to join us in ministry. Thank you for your offering. 
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BIRTHDAYS   IN  MARCH 

3/01 Edel Mullen  

3/02 Kay Warfel  

3/03 Don Hurst  

3/06 Alyssa Wolff 

3/07 Donna Shaub  

3/07 Jade Barrett  

3/08 Kaya Krohn  

3/09 Linda Peirson  

3/09 Jay Schoff 

3/10 Linda Shiplet  

3/10 Mike Wiwel  

3/11 Colton McCummings  

3/13 Duane Bruno  

3/13 Dick Stuhrke  

3/14 Sonny Dunn  

3/14 Mike Dawson 

3/14 Kristin Boyd 

3/14 Erik Hendrickson  

3/15 Nathan Robinson  

 3/16 Jean Cook  

 3/19 Stella Krohn 

 3/21 Maira Tena 

 3/23 Pam Howard 

 3/23 Caryl Sturke 

 3/24   Zachary McMinn 

 3/26 Betsy Smith 

 3/27 Carolyn Bratton 

 3/27 Shannon Murphy 

Your church family wishes all of you a very happy birthday                                   
and a year filled with happiness and blessings!! 

 

 

Even during this time of virtual and limited in-person 

worship, there is still much going on at church.  

Food pantry, Mighty Writers food and essentials dis-

tributions, CMO Preschool, Zoom and in-person 

meetings, Giving Envelopes to pick up to name a few.  

Your church calendar is reviewed daily and updated 

with the latest events and meetings.  Please refer to 

our website to get information, updates, calendar 

events, etc. 

www.westgroveumc.org 
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Meeting on February 20, 
the Commission on the 
General Conference made a 
decision to further post-
pone the 2020 General 
Conference until August 
29 – September 6, 2022 in 
Minneapolis, Minn. as the 
COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues to affect the safety of 
mass gatherings and travel. 
  
It is the Commission’s re-
sponsibility to select the site 
and set the dates of General 
Conference. Further, the 
Book of Discipline requires 
the Commission on the 
General Conference to "take 
necessary measures to as-
sure full participation of all 
General Conference dele-
gates." The Commission 
concluded that mandate 
was not achievable by 
means of either an in-
person meeting in 2021 or a 
virtual meeting. 
  
In making the decision, the 
Commission determined 
that it was not feasible to 
safely hold an in-person 
meeting involving all dele-
gates as currently sched-
uled for August 29 - Sep-
tember 7, 2021 due to a 
number of barriers: 
  
The number of COVID cas-
es continues to rise, with 
nearly 2.49 million con-
firmed cases the week of 
February 15. Vaccine is not 
expected to be widely availa-
ble this year in many coun-
tries, and new variants of 
the virus which may be 
resistant to vaccines are 
emerging globally. Interna-
tional travelers to the U.S. 
must show proof of negative 
COVID-19 test results no 
more than three days prior 
to travel, but in many plac-
es, testing is not readily 
available or provided free of 
charge. 
Visa services remain limited 
in some areas. 
  
There also remains the pos-
sibility that a temporary six-
month visa bond program 
which requires bonds of 
$5,000 - $15,000 per per-
son for residents of some 
countries could cost up to 
$2.5 million in bonds for 
affected delegates if the pro-
gram should be extended 
beyond June. 
  
The Commission’s decision 
was informed by the report 

of the Technology Study 
Team appointed to explore 
the implications of options 
for accommodating full par-
ticipation at General Confer-
ence, including but not lim-
ited to the possibility of uti-
lizing technology and online 
voting, in considering 
whether the meeting should 
be held virtually. 
  
According to their report, 
“The study team considered 
a number of challenges and 
implications, including how 
to keep participants safe, 
providing for global partici-
pation, safeguarding the 
integrity of the voting and 
credentialing process, and 
meeting legal requirements 
…” 
  
The Technology Study Team 
analyzed a variety of op-
tions, including an entirely 
electronic General Conference 
with participation from indi-
vidual locations; an entirely 
electronic General Conference 
with delegates gathering at 
regional satellite hubs; and 
two sessions, with the first 
part being electronic and the 
second part in-person when it 
is safe to convene. None of 
these options were deter-
mined by the study team to 
be viable. 
  
The study team did find that 
a more traditional method—
utilizing mail ballots to vote 
on emer- gency actions—
could help The United Meth-
odist Church to address im-
portant, urgent matters 
through the General Confer-
ence. Their report recom-
mended utilizing mail ballots 
for making a limited number 
of “Emergency Interim Ac-
tions” on which the General 
Conference delegates would 
indicate a yes or no vote for 
each item. 
  
“The Commission shared 

the study team’s findings 
and recommendations with 
the officers of the Council of 
Bishops in a collaborative 
effort to jointly explore how 
this alternative might be 
utilized to address critical 
matters until an in person 
gathering of delegates can 
be safely convened next 
year,” said commission 
chair Kim Simpson. 
  
Some of the concerns men-
tioned in the report regard-
ing having a virtual session 
include: 
  

• Lack of infrastructure 
in some areas, includ-
ing Internet access, 
Internet speed, and 
electricity 

• Lack of technology for 
equitable Holy Confer-
encing 

• Complexity of the leg-
islative committee 
process 

• Concerns about accu-
rate credentialing and 
verification of identity 

• Difficulties in seating 
reserve delegates 
properly 

• Security of voting 

• Safety concerns about 
regional satellite gath-
erings 

  
Simpson said the August-
September dates in 2022 
will mean that General Con-
ference will be one day 
shorter than planned for 
2021; however, these dates 
were the only option availa-
ble. Simpson said that the 
Commission regrets the fact 
that these dates once again 
conflict with the start of the 
academic year in the U.S. 
which a group of young 
adults had asked the Com-
mission to avoid, but there 
were no other dates availa-
ble.  
 
About General Conference 
General Conference is the 
top policy-making body of 
The United Methodist 
Church. The assembly 
meets at the beginning of 
each quadrennium to con-
sider revisions to church 
law, as well as adopt resolu-
tions on current moral, so-
cial, public policy and eco-
nomic issues. It also ap-
proves plans and budgets 
for church-wide programs 
for the next four years. 

Rescheduling of General and Jurisdictional Conferences 
General Conference Postponed to 2022 

February 25, 2021 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In response to the 
further postponement of the 2020 General 
Conference, the Council of Bishops (COB) is 
calling a Special Session of the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church 
(UMC) to be convened online on May 8, 2021. 

  

According to the call letter signed by COB 
President Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, the 
Special Session will be held in accordance 
with Division Two - Section II - Article II of 
The Constitution of The United Methodist 
Church as recorded in Paragraph ¶14 of The 
Book of Discipline (2016). 

  

The purpose of the 2021 Special Session of 
the General Conference will be limited to 
gaining a quorum in order to suspend the 
rules for the sole purpose of allowing the use 
of paper ballots to act upon 12 pieces of 
legislation that would enable the church to 
effectively continue its work until the 
postponed 2020 General Conference is held 
in 2022.  While other potential amendments 
were considered, it was agreed that these 12 
pieces of legislation would enable the church 
to continue its administrative functions 
appropriately.  Click here to read the 12 
pieces of legislation. 
  

All decisions will be limited to paper ballots 
and confined to the designated twelve (12) 
amendments to the Book of Discipline in 
order to fulfill the mandate of ¶511.4.d., 
which calls for the Commission on the 
General Conference “to assure full 
participation of all General Conference 
delegates,… ”  

  

Bishop Harvey stated, “The exclusive use of 
paper ballots will allow for the fullest 
participation of delegates from across the 
denomination.  Full participation on the part 
of all elected delegates is a justice issue that 
must not be ignored or sacrificed. This is 
why the convened session online must be 
confined solely to gaining permission for the 
mailed in paper ballots.” 
  

The decision to call the Special Session came 
in conjunction with the Commission on the 
General Conference’s announcement of a 
further postponement of the 2020 General 
Conference to August 2022.  The General 
Conference had been previously postponed to 
August 2021 due the COVID-19 pandemic.  
It is now scheduled to take place August 29 
to September 6, 2022, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  

To read the full article, please go to:  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content
/General-Conference-Postponed-to-2022 
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300 North Guernsey Road, West Grove, Pa.  19390 

    610-869-9334   office@westgroveumc.org 

   www.westgroveumc.org   

~ Open, Grow, Serve ~ 
At West Grove UMC, we love God by opening our hearts to Jesus, growing our faith 

and serving our community and world in His name. 

 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 
 7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Staff   
 

The Reverend Jim Mundell - Associate Pastor,      
Chaplain at Jenner’s Pond 

 Jim.mundell@westgroveumc.org 
 

Melanie Hartley—Youth & Children’s Ministry Director 
Childyouthdirector@westgoveumc.org 

 

Donna Fackler  -  Church Administrator   
Office@westgroveumc.org 

 

Betsy Smith - Traditional Music Director 
Contemporary Music Interim Director   

Keyboardist 
Betsy.smith@westgroveumc.org 

 

Sandy Deckard—Handbell Choir Director 
davsan5@comcast.net 

 

 Heather Smalley—Children’s Morning Out Director 
cmo@westgroveumc.org 

 

     Maira Tena - Nursery Attendant 
 

Ali Wills-  Sexton 
sexton@westgroveumc.org  

 
 

Christ Servant Ministers 

Cindy Haley, chaley@zoominternet.net 
Karen Hruz, khruz@hotmail.com 

Peter Mullen,   psmullen@petermullen.com 

 

Board and Committee Leadership 
 

Tom Hoover -  Administrative Council Chair  
Gene Aucott -  Trustee Chair 

TBA -  Finance Chair 
Peter Mullen - Treasurer 

Heather McCummings - Financial Secretary 
Dick Stuhrke -  SPRC Chair  

Steve May—Tech Team Leader 
Dick Stuhrke—Scouting Coordinator 

Melanie Hartley -  Christian Education 
Melanie Hartley -  Children’s Ministry Team Contact 

Susan Paisley, RN - Faith Community Nurse 
Valerie Kapp-Benner and Jean Kilmartin - Missions Co- 

Chairs 
Dick and Caryl Stuhrke - Hospitality Committee Chair 

Susan Paisley -Delegate to Annual Conference 
Hannah McCummings—Youth Delegate to AC 

Pastor Tim - Committee on Lay Leadership  
Karen Hruz and Cindy Haley—Co-Lay Leader   

Cindy Haley & Fran Miller -  U.M.W.  Co-Presidents 
Susan Paisley - Prayer Ministry Coordinator 

Joan Leaman—Emergency Food Pantry Coordinator  
Amy Castaldi - Nursery Coordinator 

Betty Mundell, Dick Price 
—Ad Council Member at Large  

Cindy Hoover—CMO Advisory Board Chair 
Sara Ann Ramberger—R.A.P Coordinator    
TBA - Emergency Assistance Team Chair     

The Reverend Timothy Carl Anderman, Lead Pastor 

pastor@westgroveumc.org 

 2021 
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