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“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine 

on you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you 

and give you peace.” Numbers 6: 23-25 

 

Dearest Siblings in Christ,  

 Many of you will know that my father spoke French as a child 

and taught me pieces of the language, when I was a child.  One of 

the tenderest blessings, I recollect was 

           “Adieu”  

This leave taking blessing literally means “to God,”  as in “ as we 

part, I offer you to God.”   

I give thanks to God for our time of ministry together.  For the last 

six years, we have grown and changed together.  Look at what God 

has done it our midst!  Our facility has changed: We have blessed a playground, reinvigorat-

ed a community garden, consecrated the prayer bead garden, and dedicated a RAP bench 

and rest area.  And that is just outside!  Inside and in our relationships with one another and 

our community, we have bloomed: we dedicated a prayer room, transitioned and expanded 

our preschool program and wing, begun and sustained Chapel Time, grew Bible studies and 

small groups, solidified a strong children and youth program with new director, blossomed 

our technology in worship, pastoral care, and studies with the advent of a technology team, 

implemented financial growth strategies including refinancing and intentional stewardship, 

grew our food pantry into a Tier 2 Food Pantry respond to our community’s needs, become a 

Family Promise Host congregation, developed multiple benefits for our community's needs.   

This is only a glimpse of what we have done as a congregation. We have also baptized 20    

infants, children, youth, and adults.  We have confirmed 26 young people.  54 people have 

joined in membership.  And we have faithfully buried 24 members and more from our com-

munity.  I give thanks for our ministry together.   

And I look forward to what God is doing next!  You continue to be the people God, opening 

your hearts to Jesus, growing in God’s ways, and serving God and God’s people.  Behold, 

God is making all things new, here at West Grove UMC, in our community, and in the wider 

world.  I give thanks to God for the gifts of Rev. Tim Anderman and his spouse, Julie.  I look 

forward to their ministry among you.   

So, Adieu!  I offer the blessing I learned as a child— “As we part, I offer you to God.”  

 

 

mailto:office@westgroveumc.org
http://www.westgroveumc.org
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June Worship at West Grove UMC 
Join us as we worship together by opening our hearts to Jesus, growing in God’s way, and serving 

God’s world.     

 
 
 
 

 
Jenner’s Pond Residents: 

 
Join us for worship on  
June 14th at 11 am  
 On your closed circuit  

Jenner’s Pond TV  
 

Led by Pastor Jim  
Join us by tuning in on the Closed Circuit TV at Jenner’s Pond. 

  

Sunday, June 7, 2020 
 

CMO Teacher Recognition 
 Trinity Sunday  

 

Sermon: “A Dance for Three?”  

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 13: 11-13,  

Psalm 8, Matthew 28: 16-20 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 
 

Farewell Sunday for Pastor Monica  
and her family 

  

Sermon: “In God’s Love”  

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3: 5-11,  

Numbers 6: 22-27 

 

Sunday, June 21, 2020 
 

Father’s Day  
 

Sunday, June 28, 2020 
 

Transition Sunday  
Rev. Mercedes Case, preaching  

 
Scripture: Luke 15: 11-32 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
 

Sunday, July 5, 2020 
 

Rev. Tim Anderman’s First Sunday!   
 

Plan to join us online to welcome  
Rev. Tim and Julie to West Grove UMC!  

 
 

9:30 Live Cast Worship  

Fellowship Hour and Other Gatherings are  

suspended during this time of shelter in place. 

We pray you might have virtual fellowship with 

one another as you call, text, Zoom, FaceTime, 

direct message, Snap, or otherwise connect 

virtually with your siblings in Christ.   

Please go to Facebook.com/westgroveumc and 

scroll down for our worship service at each of the 

times below. You do not need to have Facebook to 

participate. If you do not have internet capabilities, 

you can also have audio of church through the 

phone with ZOOM. Please call at 9:30 am on Sunday 

mornings Please use this phone number: 1 (929) 

436 2866 and enter meeting id# 572-438-033. Password is 30019390  

http://www.facebook/westgroveumc
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Walk: a Pastoral Letter from Pastor Monica  
 

“Walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. ” Ephesians 4:1-3 
   
               Ascension Day 2020 

Dear Siblings in Christ,  
 
 In my neighborhood, there has been an increase in walkers.  Early morning walkers, noontime 

walkers, after work walkers, sunset walkers.  Couples, individuals, and families.  With dogs and with 

kids.  With earbuds and with strollers.  Many of my neighbors are out walking.   I often walk in the 

morning by myself and later in the day with my family.   I know many of you are walking as well.  

The benefits are innumerable: exercise, awe for God’s creation, time for prayer and meditation, con-

nection with your family, or perhaps, space away from your family!    I found myself meditating on 

the passage from Paul’s letter Ephesus at the top of this letter calling the church to WALK.  Walk 

with patience and gentleness, humility, and love, finding unity through the Spirit in peace.   

 As we approach our 10
th

 week of the church being closed for essential business only, it is under-

stated to say this has been challenging.  Many of you serve in frontline roles; we give thanks to God 

for the ways you are caring for others.  Others of you have been touched through you, your family 

members, and friends who been lost jobs or been afflicted with COVID 19.  Still, others have taken 

precautions for themselves and their families.  You have been praying and engaged in spiritual care 

and discernment.  Amid that complexity and nuance, we may find that among our congregation 

and community, there is a diversity of understandings of how best to care for ourselves and our fam-

ilies at this time.   

  At this time, the Administrative Council has determined the safest and healthiest decision for every-

one for the church remains closed for all but essential work until July 31
st
.  The team understands 

that Chester County is currently in the red phase and may go to the yellow phase previous to that 

date.  It requires time to prepare, evaluate, and plan for opening.  This is already underway and in-

cludes conversations in transition with Rev. Tim Anderman, who will begin officially on July 1st, 

2020.  The Administrative Council has been and will meet monthly and review the latest information 

received from our national, state, and local authorities as well as our denominational sources.  We 

will communicate regularly with you as we seek to care well for each other in body, mind, and spirit.   

 In the meantime, the church continues in worship, study, care.  If you are having trouble connect-

ing in worship, please let us know.  We want to make sure that you can connect.  If you do not have 

access to technology, please let us know.  We want to make sure you can join.   

 Let us continue to walk together, even during this time, when we see each other dimly (1 Cor 

13:12).   Let us pray together in the same Spirit as bear one another in love.   
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Greetings in the name of 
the Risen Christ, 

Our thoughts and prayers 
have been with you all 
these past couple of 
months as Julie and I pre-
pare and look forward to 
coming into fellowship 
with you this spring and 
summer. While this is not 
the transition we envi-
sioned a couple of months 
ago, we trust God is in the 
midst of our efforts. I’ve 
heard several people de-
scribe the pandemic as a 
period of “cultural disrup-
tion,” with moments that 
truly change and redefine 
our lives as a people and 
as individuals. For most of 
us, it has often felt like a 
time of isolation and con-
finement, unable to con-
nect in the ways we would 
like to. At times we may 
feel a sense of frustration 
and powerlessness, and 
the forced inactivity may 
even feed negatively on a 
variety of our emotions. 

Yet in God’s hands, this is 
an optimal time for 
growth. 

I find myself admiring my colleagues for preaching to 
cameras only, while prayerfully envisioning the people 
who are watching and listening, who long to hear the 
Word of God lifted up, especially now. I’ve worked to 
claim my own emotions and sense of loss in being lim-
ited and not able to do ministry in the ways that I have 
in the past. The more I am prayerful, the more I under-
stand that while our abilities are temporarily limited, we 
can grow in the ways we share, teach, encourage, and 
empower discipleship in new ways among all of our 
members. Julie and I have been active at First UMC 
Lancaster in facilitating a Sunday School class, taking 
part in prayer time and Disciple Bible study by Zoom. 
I’ve worked with staff to make phone calls to church 
members to see how they are doing. And every week we 
have had Zoom calls with family to keep our hearts to-
gether. We’ve been able to meet with Julie’s parents al-
most every week in a parking lot, keeping a safe distance. 
Being able to see each other, however limited it may be, is 
an important blessing. 

Every pastoral transition is unique, this one will be ex-
traordinarily so. I want to express my  thanks to Pastor 
Monica for her invitation to write to you. We are looking 
forward to getting to know you all better, and to under-
stand your faith journey. In the weeks and months 
ahead I’ll share more about our lives and the challenges 
and joys we’ve experienced in ministry. I look forward to 
listening and hearing about your journeys in faith. In 

recent years we have all had to 
face constant change. As Rev. 
Dawn Taylor-Storm shared with 
me, we will need to stay especially 
flexible and centered in grace this 
year. At times it can feel over-
whelming, especially now. God is 
with us in the midst of it all. I rec-
ommend a book to you to help us 
with change by William Bridges 
called Managing Transitions. I 
also recommend the May 30th 
Pastoral Transitions Workshop for 
the SPRC and Church Lay Lead-
er, hopeful they will be able to join 
me in the morning and afternoon 
Zoom meeting. It is offered by the 
Conference, facilitated in the 
morning by Rev. David Wolverton 
and in the afternoon by my wife 
Julie. I trust there will be a lot of 
insights that can be shared with 
the congregation and applied to 
our lives. 

Devotional Thoughts: New Free-
dom, A Unique Lent, Passover, 
& Holy Week 

Exodus 12:24-27 –  “Keep this 
word. It’s the law for you and your 
children, forever. When you enter the 
land which God will give you as he 
promised, keep doing this. And 
when your children say to you, ‘Why 

are we doing this?’ tell them: ‘It’s the Passover-sacrifice 
to God who passed over the homes of the Israelites in Egypt 
when he hit Egypt with death but rescued us.’” 

With the period of cloistering in our homes being ex-
tended, it feels like Lent has been much longer than the 
normal forty days. This year I found myself uniquely 
focusing on what the original Passover must have 
meant, remembering God’s faithfulness as death 
passed over families of faith staying close together in 
their homes. They had a great awareness of their need 
for God and God’s guidance. It was a vital time for them 
as they claimed God’s Covenant as the essential center 
of their lives and expanded their outlook on life and cre-
ation. It was a time to prepare to leave certain annihila-
tion, lost identity, and living in the shadows of slavery 
in Egypt. They did so in order to live in the fullness and 
freedom of faith. Passover was the start of a great tran-
sition, a life-changing, life redeeming movement of lives 
and hearts; it was culturally disruptive as it asserted 
God at the center. The people reset their priorities, leav-
ing behind a lifestyle of confinement, to be claimed by 
God more deeply. They gained a new perspective, and 
moved into new opportunities. The ancient memory of 
what happened to them then, is with us today. Today 
as we move forward from the virus and through other 
dynamics of transformation, can choose to reenact  or 
recreate that time of new freedom in faith in our own 
way now. 

As the Israelites moved forward, the reasons for leaving 

Our New Pastor 

Rev. Tim Anderman 
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Preparing for Our Pastoral Transition 
Adapted from “Ways to Welcome Your Pastor” prepared by Robert Crossman 

Prepare to welcome our new pastor, Pastor Tim Anderman. 

Open your hearts and decide that you are going to love Pastor Tim. 

Begin praying daily for Pastor Tim and his wife Julie. Know that welcoming Pastor Tim in genuine and 
effective ways lays the groundwork for a healthy and vital relationship and the development of stable, 
long-term ministries together.  

Participate in the VidHug (details coming soon) as a way of introducing you and your family to Pastor Tim by 
way of a video message 

Say farewell to Pastor Monica and her family in a healthy way.  

Show love, respect, and even grief, for your departing pastor. This is one of the best things you can do for the 
new pastor.  

Find appropriate occasions to thank Pastor Monica, Steve, Alisabeth, Felicity, and Peter through cards, 
emails, phone calls, videos. 

Continue to welcome Pastor Tim in the first few weeks. 

Give a gift certificate to several of your favorite restaurants in the community. Include a note about with your 
favorite meal! 

Invite Pastor Tim to social events held by Sunday school classes or other groups in the early months online.  

Make sure Pastor Tim’s wife, Julie, is invited to Sunday School and other appropriate small groups via Zoom. 

Continue to remember Pastor Tim and Julie in your daily prayers.   

Help Pastor Tim become familiar with the congregation.  

 Introduce yourself Pastor Tim repeatedly! You have one name to learn, he has many names to learn.  

Help Pastor Tim connect to the community. 

Introduce Pastor Tim to public and community leaders via email or virtually until we can gather 
safely. If you know our public officials or group leaders, plan take Pastor Tim to meet them 
when can safely gather. 

and the opportunities they sought to claim were quickly 
forgotten as they set out from Egypt. Narrow minds with 
short memories cried out to Moses, “We want to go 
back! Why did you take us from there?” They actually 
longed to be back in slavery, where they knew who they 
were, and didn’t have the challenges of freedom and the 
broad horizon of salvation to deal with. We too resist 
transformation, even when God provides and leads. 
Freedom often brings lots of responsibility; it can feel 
chaotic, intimidating, and very uncertain. We can either 
allow fears to take over our lives, or we can choose to 
live faithfully in the courage that salvation and trust in 
God provides. Today, we may long for an earlier time 
and hope to go back to what we’ve known. Yet there is a 
full life and new opportunities before us. Jesus took the 
Passover remembrance to a deeper level in relationship 
when he offered communion and the New Covenant in 
the Upper Room. He promised to be with us always. 

And so we ask ourselves what God is asking us person-
ally and as a community to let go of, in order to draw 
closer to him and in fellowship together. At this new 
stage of our journey of faith we want to allow God to 
claim our lives in new ways moving forward; God calls 
upon us to let go and not long for the past, the “normal” 
we often romanticize about. While none of us are likely 
to mold a golden calf, we need to learn from the Israel-
ites and not be tempted to fill our grief and desires with 
an idol, a cheap substitute for real salvation and real 

relationships in Christ that are offered to us. Christ in-
vites us to love him and seek to grow and mature into 
his likeness. We know this calling is the best way we 
can prepare for challenges and also opportunities to 
grow and mature by God’s grace and love.  

"If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over 
the place. But, when they attend to the things of God (see 
what God is doing) they are most blessed."   Proverbs 29:18 
(The Message) 

The old Methodist practice of daily devotions and prayer 
are as important as ever to us all; they provide us with 
opportunities to deepen our relationship with God as we 
read the Word and envision our days. We  may even be 
able to write down some of our thoughts, the concerns 
and joys and ideas, for further reflection and action. I 
pray we can focus on what God is doing, and not stay 
limited in our own narrow, confined point of view. I pray 
we have trusted, faithful friends to share our experienc-
es with. Julie and I are hopeful the real estate market 
will open up soon, so that we can go forward with our 
plans and get settled and grow to know you all and the 
community. Please pray for us, and for the wisdom for 
us all as we go forward together. Thank you for being 
part of the global fellowship of faith in these challenging 
times. We look forward to sharing God’s love and pres-
ence in the year ahead.  

Blessings, Pastor Tim 
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 Pastor’s Desk 

May 03:   

  (1) Fox, Matthew.  The A.W.E. Project:  Reinventing Education, Reinventing the Human. 2006, 44-46.     
(2) Gaston Bachlard. The Poetics of Space, 1994.  193  (3) Heschel, Abraham.  Man is Not Alone: A Phi-
losophy of Religion, 1951. 37.  (4) St. Francis of Assisi Love Poems from God; Twelve Sacred Voices 
from the East and West. Edited Daniel Ladinsky , 2002 

May 17:  https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2020-04-21/netflix-usage-profits-surge-during-coronavirus-crisis  

Annual Conference 2020 will be October 13-14 

 

The 2020 Eastern PA Annual Conference will happen October 13-14, a Tuesday and Wednesday, 
at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks. Originally scheduled for June 18-20, the 

session was postponed because of restrictions against public gatherings due to the spread of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

The now two-day schedule means a reduced agenda from the usual three-day schedule. 

The annual Clergy and Laity sessions will meet in the morning, October 13, just prior to the 

Annual Conference opening worship. Staff will begin event preparations onsite October 12. 

The  Commission on Annual Conference Sessions met March 30 to plan a modified agenda, while 
the final dates were being negotiated with the Expo Center. Fall dates are hard to acquire now, 

with so many spring events being rescheduled.   

Annual Conference registration fees already paid for June will be refunded, although with 
conference staff working mostly from home, that process may require weeks to complete. A new 

fee and registration period for the fall session will be announced soon. 

District conferences are now scheduled to convene on Sunday afternoon, October 4, 2020.  

The postponed 2020 General Conference is tentatively rescheduled August 29—September 7, 

2021. 

The Jursidictional Conference is tentatively rescheduled for November 10—12, 2021 

BOOKS & RESOURCES IN MAY  

Do you want to serve in worship while we are 

physically distancing?   

 

 We could use your gifts!  

  

• Greet and welcome people in digital 

worship  

• Record videos for scripture or moments of 

impact  

• Connect with others to virtually pass the 

peace.  

• Operate a camera 

• Edit videos  

• Prepare Worship PowerPoints  

 

 

Call, email, text, or message Pastor Monica for 

more information.   

We need your help!  

Don’t tell Dad!   
Send a picture of your 
father or someone who has 
been like a mother to you 
by June ZZZ to 
pastor@westgroveumc.org.   

Join us in worship on June 
21st as we celebrate all 

those who have fathers, are fathers, and are 
serving in fathering roles.  Want to send a special 
message to someone who has been like a dad to 
you or your dad?  Take a picture of you holding a 
sign! 

Remembering your dad in heaven?  Let’s share 
those pictures and memories together as we give 
thanks to God.   

 

https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/business/story/2020-04-21/netflix-usage-profits-surge-during-coronavirus-crisis
mailto:pastor@westgroveumc.org
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GROW 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays 

2:00-3:00 PM, Bldg. 
#1 

 

We are not able to gather for our Wednes-
day Bible Study at this time, but continue 
our Lenten Study based on Adam Hamil-

ton's book, "The Walk," doing devotions and 
study on our own with an outline provided.  

When we are able to resume meeting, we 
will continue our study of Isaiah.  If you are 
interested in joining us or would like more 
information, please contact Cindy Haley, 

484-702-7071 or chaley@zoominternet.net. 

PRAYER MINISTRY  
MONTHLY GATHERING 

The prayer ministry team has 

been praying faithfully every 

evening since March 15th at 

7pm.  We invite you to join us 

in prayer from the comfort and 

safety of your home.  While we are apart, in 

this time of social distancing, our prayers can 

bind us in community. 

If you would like prayer, please email:  

prayer@westgroveumc.org 

Until the time when we can greet each other 

face to face, be well, stay safe and wash your 

hands.  

Our Food Pantry is open every Thursday 

from 4-6 pm.  
 Here are the most needed items:  

Cereal, Rice, Beans (dried and canned)  

Pasta and Sauces 

Vegetables and Fruits (fresh)  

Canned Proteins (Chicken, Tuna, and Beans)  

Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, 

Clorox Wipes, baby 

wipes  

Peanut Butter and Jelly  

Toothpaste, Deodorant  

Thank you!  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

 
Families are presently being housed in an older 
refurbished hotel in Kennett Square. Our next 
week of service is June 14th through the 21st. 

Even though the families will not be staying in our 
church, we will provide meals and breakfast and 
lunch foods. If you are able to help with either a 

meal, provide breakfast and lunch items or would 
like to give a gift card to Giant to help purchase 

any items, please contact Joan Leaman at 484-643
-2181 or jmleaman@comcast.net. Your support, 

especially at this time, is greatly appreciated.  

Cul-de-Sac Concert raised $1313 

We give thanks to God for partnering 

with Cul-de-Sac concerts.  Cul-de-sac 

Concerts is a weekly concert series live 

streamed from a cul-de-sac near you. We 

are entertaining neighbors and benefit-

ing local food banks, all from a socially 

acceptable distance.   

Check out the next concert on Sunday afternoons at 3:00pm  

https://www.facebook.com/CuldesacConcerts/  

mailto:chaley@zoominternet.net?subject=Luther%20House
mailto:prayer@westgroveumc.org
mailto:jmleaman@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/CuldesacConcerts/
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OUR CHURCH IN MISSION 
 As we are all anxiously 

awaiting a time when 

we can see each other 

again outside of tiny 

Zoom boxes, please 

check to make sure 

your clearances are up 

to date so you'll be all 

set to work with 

children, youth and vulnerable adults. If you 

are currently having online meetings in a 

church related activity, Safe Sanctuary policy 

still applies. Clearances need to be up to date 

and the two person rule still applies. I'll send 

or have sent notices to our leaders/

coordinators of programs in our church and 

they will notify you if you are due to renew 

clearances. It is policy to renew every five 

years.  

   To update your Criminal Record Check, the 

website is epatch.state.pa.us. 

   To update your Child 

Abuse Clearance, the 

website is 

compass.state.pa.us/

CWIS. There is a help 

number some folks have 

found helpful It is 1-877

-343-0494. 

There are paper forms available if you prefer. 

Just let me know and I'll mail you the forms. 

We only need a copy of your clearance. You 

can email it to me, or put it in an envelope in 

my mailbox at church. 

If you have any questions, I'll try to help. You 

can contact me, Fran Miller, on my phone -  

number  484-614-6627 or email me at 

jmille8698@verizon.net. Stay safe.  

I hope to see life size you soon. 

Fran Miller, Safe Sanctuary Coordinator  

We give thanks to God for the incredible min-

istry and mission of our pastor, staff, and vol-

unteers through this pandemic.  We were 

blessed with incredible worship and opportuni-

ties to serve and bless our community.   

Please share your pictures of how your family 

has been worshipping and serving during this 

time by sending them to           

office@westgroveumc.org or posting on social  

media and tagging @WestGroveUMC. .    

Thank you to the Avon Grove Lions Club for their generous 

gift of $1,000 to our Food Pantry!  Our community partners 

making feeding our neighbors possible!  

epatch.state.pa.us
compass.state.pa.us/CWIS.
compass.state.pa.us/CWIS.
mailto:office@westgroveumc.org?subject=worship%20in%20covid19
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COVID-19 symptoms 

According to the CDC, people with COVID-

19 can have a wide range of symptoms — 

ranging from mild symptoms to severe ill-

ness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days af-

ter exposure to the virus. 

People with these symptoms may have 

COVID-19: 

Cough 

Muscle pain 

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

Sore throat 

Fever 

New loss of taste or smell 

Chills 
  

This list is not all inclusive. Other less 

common symptoms have been reported, 

including nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. 

More Info 

If you think you or a loved one has COVID-

19 symptoms, call your healthcare provider 

about your symptoms and getting tested. 

Important: Get medical attention immedi-

ately if you develop emergency warning 

signs for COVID-19 — like trouble breath-

ing, persistent pain or pressure in your 

chest, or bluish lips or face. 
 

Sincerely, The Medicare Team 

 
Susan Paisley, RN 

Parish Nurse 

We’re making some changes to VBS this year…. 

VBS 2020: Compassion Camp 

Be loved, be kind, be you. 

July 20-24 

We are all adjusting to what life is like now in our day to day, and just as our 

families are learning to adjust our church and its ministries are doing the 

same. 

With the continued closure of the church building, Vacation Bible School will look different this 

year. We will not be holding our traditional program at the church. However, that does not mean that 

we are not having VBS! This year we will be doing virtual VBS for our church family and community! 

Our dedicated volunteers will be bringing all of the activities that we love about VBS- music, bible sto-

ries, crafts, science and more! We will be using videos, Facebook live, and we’ll have some special 

items available at the church for pickup! 

Our program for this year has also had a change. This year we will be heading to Compassion Camp. 

Throughout the week we will be learning what it means to be compassionate to ourselves, our commu-

nity and the greater world. 

Over the coming weeks we will have more detailed information available through Facebook, including 

an updated registration process. Information will be shared as soon as it is completed. Our goal is to 

have the page up by June 1. 

Our Children’s Ministry Volunteers and me thank you all for your continued support and understand-

ing. Our hope is to reach out to all even though we are physically apart. 

We can’t wait to see you in July! 
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Youth Video & Bible Study  

June 4, 11, 25  

A time to grow and explore outside of Sunday. We'll be using a video 

series to learn from other people’s stories, as well as look at scripture. 

Contact Melanie to get on the email list and information about meeting 

times Youth Video & Bible Study  

 

Youth Game Nights! 

June 9 & 23  

We’ll get together for some online games and see one another!  

 

All youth meetings will be conducted through Zoom, with information send 

out to parents and families through the youth contact email list.  

 

 

              Children’s Ministry News: 

 

Children’s Sunday school via Zoom: Sundays, 10:30 a.m.  

We will continue Sunday school through the summer for our kiddos! Our volunteers will lead children in stories, 

activities and get to check in with one another. Here’s a look at some of the things we have done this spring!  

Contact Melanie to get on the email list and information about meeting 

times, contact Melanie!  

 

 

 YOUTH  & CHILDREN MINISTRY  
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Sunday School Continues!   

 

Miss Melanie is hosting Sunday 
school for all children and fami-
lies! There will be stories, bible 
lessons and activities that can be 
done at home. We will be using 
Zoom.  Please email her for more 

information.   

FaithLinks and Journey to Love, 
Journey to Jesus continue as well. 

  

Please let Amy Castaldi know of your 

interest in assisting on Sunday mornings 
with Nursery care.  We will re-gather 

safely and need the help of volunteers to 

keep our little ones cared for and safe. 

Your generous heart is appreciated!   

 

CMO Preschool News 

Our preschool year has come to an end and in 
a different way than we had envisioned.   

When the quarantine began back in March, we 
were hopeful  to end the school year in our 
usual way with our End of Year Celebration.    
During this  Celebration all of the children 
sing for their families and we specifically 

recognize the children headed off to 
Kindergarten.   Since this was unable to occur, 

we became a bit creative in our way to 
celebrate. The preschool staff did drive by 

parades for all of our pre-k aged children. We 
delivered yard signs that said preschool 

graduate,  a special gift, and lots of smiles to 
the children.    We have 33 children going to 

Kindergarten next year so this took some 
coordination.    We also had a drive by for the 
preschool children here at the church where 
the preschool staff stood outside the church 
and waved hello to the children and families as 
they drove by.  Their smiles and joy brought 
smiles and tears to our faces.  We have all 
been challenged during this time and I hope 

that we can return to some sense of normalcy 
soon.  I am extremely grateful that we have 
been able to stay connected with each other 
and our preschool families.    Stay safe and 

healthy everyone! 

Tracy McLaughlin, Director 

Virtual CMO CHAPEL TIME  
Chapel time on Facebook live!  

 

Pastor Monica and Melanie are   
doing chapel time with our CMO 
friends through the Preschool's   

facebook page. We share stories, 
songs and a prayer.  

Join us on Thursday afternoons at 
4:00 p.m.! Say hello to us in the 
comments if you are watching!  
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Our opportunity list gives you a chance to give beyond your regular 

tithe.  Consider how you might impact our congregation and 

community.   

STEWARDSHIP 
While we are apart,  

let us continue to offer our tithes, gifts, and offerings.   
 
There are a couple of ways to give:   

1.  Please mail in your offerings.  We are checking the mail regularly.  You can 
put a stamp on your offering envelope.   

2. You can give electronically by setting the church up as one of your vendors on 
 bill pay through your bank, like you do for your electric company or cable 
 company.   

3. You can contact Janice Bowers to set up electronic giving through deductions in your account.  
(janicesemail2@gmail.com) 

4. You can click on Give Now on our website.  Www.westgroveumc.org 
 

Many of you heard about the Stimulus Bill approved this week for which many of you will qualify.  Some of you 
will deeply need the relief offered, and we thank God for the funds when they are needed most.  Let us walk 
beside you as a church family.   
 

Others of you have already felt the movement of the Holy Spirit to consider that God might be inviting you to 
share those checks with the church, so that we might share those funds with those most in need through our 
Food Pantry, our Emergency Assistance Fund, Family Promise, and other avenues we are anticipating at this 
time.  
 

 We give thanks to God for your openness to prayer and God’s movement. 

Item                      Qty         Approx Cost  

Monitors- Sanctuary (80") (Dream in Process!)      2          $4,000  

Electronic Sign at the street             2          $15,000  

Electronic Sign at Rt. 1                1          $50,000  

Concrete Walkway from Pastor’s Office Door to Parking Lot  1         $7,000 

  We are blessed to working together with many community partners!   

How can I help others, some people have asked.  Our food pantry is coordinating weekly with the following partners:   

 The Bridge at Avon Grove Church of the Nazarene 

 Kennett Area Community Services (KACS)  
Oxford Neighborhood Services (along with the Lighthouse Youth Center and SILO)  

 The Garage Youth Community Center (Kennett Square and West Grove, including Mighty Writers) 

 Chester County Food Bank  

 Chester County Health Department 

 Chester County Emergency Services  

 School Districts: Avon Grove, Kennett, Oxford, Unionville-Chadds Ford, Avon Grove Charter School  

 The YMCA (Jennersville and Kennett branches)  

 LCH ( La Communidad Hispania)  

 Family Promise  

 United Way  

 Maternal and Child Health Consortium  

 Municipal Officials and Elected Officials as available  and many others.   

mailto:janicesemail2@gmail.com?subject=giving
http://Www.westgroveumc.org
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Your church family wishes all of you a very happy birthday and a year filled with happiness and blessings!! 

 

 

 

   

06/03 Dave Talley 

06/04 Natalie Eason 

06/05 David Lytle 

06/07 Max Gula 

06/07 Jordan Howard 

06/09 Vera Erickson 

06/10 Michelle Jane LeStourgeon 

06/12 Chip Lestourgeon 

06/13 Shelby Dawson 

06/16 Olivia Hardy 

06/16 Laura Herrera 

 

06/17 Laura Chandler 

06/18 Jeff Curtis 

06/18  Melanie Hartley 

06/20 Ralph Curtiss 

06/22 Rachael Rittenhouse 

06/22 Nancy Simmons 

06/23 Alison Aucott 

06/25 Maryanne Covington 

06/25 Keira O’Neil 

06/26 Eric Dunn 

06/27 Heather McCummings 
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JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Tech Team Meet-

ing (via Zoom) 

2 

Music Recordings 

Trustees Meeting( 

(via Zoom) 

3 

Finance and Ad 

Council  (via 

Zoom) 

Staff Meeting  

(Zoom) 

 

 

4 

Youth Video 

Study (via Zoom) 

Food Pantry is 

open 4-6 pm 

Choir Gathering 

(via Zoom) 

Praise Band 

Gathering (via 

Zoom) 

5 

  

6 

 

7   

9:30 Worship : 

FaceBook Live 

 

 

8 

 

9 

Boom Meeting-

West Lawn UMC 

Music Recordings 

10 

Full Staff Meeting  

(Zoom) 

 

11  

Youth Video 

Study (via Zoom) 

Food Pantry is 

open 4-6 pm 

Choir Gathering 

(via Zoom) 

Praise Band 

Gathering (via 

Zoom) 

12 

 

13 

14 

9:30 Worship : 

FaceBook Live 

Worship at           

Jenner’s Pond    

Service  

15 

 

16 

Music Recordings 

Prayer Gathering 

from home 

 

17 

 

18 

Youth Video 

Study (via Zoom) 

Food Pantry is 

open 4-6 pm 

Choir Gathering 

(via Zoom) 

Praise Band 

Gathering (via 

Zoom) 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

9:30 Worship : 

FaceBook Live 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

23 

Music Recordings 

SPRC Meeting (Via 

Zoom) 

24 

 

25 

Youth Video 

Study (via Zoom) 

Food Pantry is 

open 4-6 pm 

Choir Gathering 

(via Zoom) 

Praise Band 

Gathering (via 

Zoom) 

26 

  

27 

 

28 

9:30 Worship : 

FaceBook Live 

 

 

29 

 

30 

Music Recordings 

July 1 

Bi-Monthly Staff 

Meeting (Zoom)  

 

 

July 2 

Youth Video 

Study (via Zoom) 

Food Pantry is 

open 4-6 pm 

Choir Gathering 

(via Zoom) 

Praise Band 

Gathering (via 

Zoom) 

July 3 

Church office is 

closed in obser-

vation of  

Independence 

Day 

July 4 

Independence Day 
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300 North Guernsey Road, West Grove, Pa.  19390 

    610-869-9334   office@westgroveumc.org 

   www.westgroveumc.org   

~ Open, Grow, Serve ~ 
At West Grove UMC, we love God by opening our hearts to Jesus, growing our faith 

and serving our community and world in His name. 

 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 
 7:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Staff   
 

The Reverend Jim Mundell - Associate Pastor,      
Chaplain at Jenner’s Pond 

 Jim.mundell@westgroveumc.org 
 

Melanie Hartley—Youth & Children’s Ministry Director 
Childyouthdirector@westgoveumc.org 

 

Donna Fackler  -  Church Administrator   
Office@westgroveumc.org 

 

Betsy Smith - Traditional Music Director 
Contemporary Music Interim Director   

Keyboardist 
Betsy.smith@westgroveumc.org 

 

Sandy Deckard—Handbell Choir Director 
davsan5@comcast.net 

 

 Tracy McLaughlin—Children’s Morning Out Director 
Tracy.mclaughlin@westgroveumc.org 

 

     Maira Tena - Nursery Attendant 
 

Ali Wills-  Sexton 
sexton@westgroveumc.org  

 
 

Christ Servant Ministers 

Janice Bowers, janicesemail2@gmail.com 
Cindy Haley, chaley@zoominternet.net 

Karen Hruz, khruz@hotmail.com 
Peter Mullen,   psmullen@petermullen.com 

 

Board and Committee Leadership 
 

Tom Hoover -  Administrative Council Chair  
Gene Aucott -  Trustee Chair 

TBA -  Finance Chair 
Scott Steele - Treasurer 

Janice Bowers - Financial Secretary 
Dick Stuhrke -  SPRC Interim Chair  

Steve May—Tech Team Leader 
Dick Stuhrke—Scouting Coordinator 

Melanie Hartley -  Christian Education 
Melanie Hartley -  Children’s Ministry Team Contact 

Susan Paisley, RN - Faith Community Nurse 
TBA - Missions Team Chair 

Dick and Caryl Stuhrke - Hospitality Committee Chair 
Susan Paisley & Janice Bowers –  
Delegates to Annual Conference 

Pastor Monica - Committee on Lay Leadership  
Open—Lay Leader   

Cindy Haley & Fran Miller -  U.M.W.  Co-Presidents 
Susan Paisley - Prayer Ministry Coordinator 

Karen Hruz—Emergency Food Pantry Coordinator  
Amy Castaldi - Nursery Coordinator 

Betty Mundell, Dick Price 
—Ad Council Member at Large  

Carol Whelan—CMO Advisory Board Chair 
Sara Ann Ramberger—R.A.P Coordinator    
TBA - Emergency Assistance Team Chair     

The Reverend Monica B. Guepet, Lead Pastor 

pastor@westgroveumc.org 

2020 
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