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Last month, | shared the good news that hope is springing up
around us like wild flowers. This month, | want to share with
you some of the good news close to home, here in our own
faith community!

From our feasibility survey, we found that our congregation is
continuing to grow!  We have over half of our congregation
that has been attending West Grove for ten years or less.
From these new voices of faith, we receive energy and new
ideas. This also means that almost half of our congregation
has planted solidly in our community for over 10 years.

Wisdom and experience come from these persons. We give

thanks to God for the balance between those who have a
generational history in the church and those who come more
recently. This balance allows our congregation to have
multiple strengths.
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This growth comes from you! You shared how much you love
West Grove United Methodist Church and our community.

Richie Musser, from Kirby Smith Associates, shared with us

the theme from your stories of love and welcome, family and
friends. It was the welcoming atmosphere that led you to

chose the church and our ministries, especially those become
part of the church within the last five years.

We know that 40 percent of guests make up their mind about
a church before they even see the pastor, according to Barna
Research.  Within two minutes of the beginning of a service,
guests have formed an opinion about whether the
congregation is friendly. We give thanks to God for when

people feel welcomed and cared for; while recognizing, it is
easy to forget to be intentional about welcoming guests. As we
head into blended worship for July and August, consider that
summer is often a time when people feel free to shop around
for churches.

e e 0 T What can you do to increase

this welcome for others?

Adopt the orule
which says members will

not talk to other members

in the first three minutes
following the service i
typically how long it takes

guests to exit.

f You can even say, ol dondot t
you are not sure if the person next to you is a member or
a guest.

9 Greet someone you don't know first during the passing of

the peace.
Help make our guests feel welcome!

In our study, we heard you share that you would like to hear

the needs for maintaining the current facilities. Care for your
building and grounds as a way of honoring your attendees

and honoring God. A well -cared -for building demonstrates a
commitment to excellence and communicates that what the

church does is important. Trustees have diligently  been
developing rolling strategic planning on the building and will
communicate needs in a way that each of us can articulate.

We also learned in our feasibility study that our congregation

is deeply trusting of our leadership and God's way for West
Grove. They would like to be able to share that plan in
strategic ways. You shared that West Grove United Methodist
Church's strategic plan needs to be measurable, written, and
in an implementable form. We heard YOU! The strategic
planning team has been formed and tasked to develop a plan
by the end of the summer.

What can you do to prepare for the future?

9 Pray for our strategic planning team as they work
together.

1 Share with the team your discernment. Your voice
matters.

9 Be prepared to be able to share our plan with others!

Thank you for being a part of our feasibility study. Your open
and honest sharing gave our leadership patterns from which

we can not only consider fiscal growth, but also discipleship

and missional growth.

God of hope,

We praise your name for the hope we see in your promises.
Let us live as beacons of hospitality opening ourselves to your
presence always. May others see you in us.

Holy Spirit, guide the strategic planning team to see the
values and strengths of who
you have called West Grove
United Methodist Church to
be, so that this community
of fajth may, gpen.groy and
serve in your name.’
Through Jesus Christ, we
pray, Amen.

I n Godds
Pastor Monica

Love,

hli
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Pl ease join us in our worship se I ce |t
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S vyl1literL ad 8:30 [.c¢c. (C,.nr ~p,r yits) nu
Sunday, June 2, 2019 Sunday, June 16, 2019
Ascension Sunday Fat her 6s Day
All Worship Sunday New Members Reception
Communion Sunday, *Emergency Aid Trinity Sunday
Report of Sustainability Campaign Scripture:  Romans 5:1 -5, John 16:12 -15
*Emergency Food Pantry Day is Sermon:  Share a Story of Hope
the first Sunday of each month _ _ _ .
_ The stories and testimonies of others bring us
Scripture:  Luke 24:44 -53; Acts 1:1 -11 hope. Come hear the hope of others!
Sermon:  Nowhere to Go but UP!
As Jesus ascended to heaven, the disciples both Sunday, June 23, 2019
kept their eyes on heavenly matters and serving We welcome Pastor Jim to the pulpit.
others. How does Mary Poppins give us Scripture:  Galatians 3:23 -29, Luke 8:26 -39
inspiration to do the same? Sermon:  Share A Story of Faith
Sunday, June 9, 2019 When we find faith, it becomes knqwn to others.
Pentecost How can you share your story with those you
Confirmation already know?
Scripture:  Acts 2:1 -21, Psalm 104:24 -34 Sunday, June 30, 2019
Sermon:  Upon our Sons and Daughters 5th Sunday Coin Collection ~ -Les Family
Our confirmands will give leadership to worship, Scripture:  Galatians 5:1, 22 -25, Luke 9:51 -62
share mediations and be confirmed at the 11 :00 Sermon:  Share a Story of Freedom

service. Come share in their professions of faith ! . . ,
If you have found freedom in Christ, you want it

NEW SERIES for others. How can you help others to break
Share A Story  of Faith out of their chains of oppression and sin to see
Everyday we see God working in our lives. How  andknow wholeness and healing in Christ?
can we share this with our neighbors and
friends?
] " Our Emergency Food Pantry serves
géx_,f-w.f F 1St our community and provides much
JENNER'S POND needed food and supplies to families
f oI AR R memme § in our area. Your donations are
Jennerds Pond Regqidents appreciated. An Emergency Aid
Join us for worship is odune 9 at 11:00 a.m. donation envelope can be found
in the Alison Theater. in your bulletin on First Sundays as well. The

Led by Pastor Jim funds collected help others in need with rent,

Join us or tune in on the Closed Circuit Tv | utility bills, etc. Thank you for your generosity!
at Jenner 6s Po ndurnextcollectionis June 2.

JUNE COFFEE FELLOWSHIP i Hosted by: Christian Ed Team

Due to the increase in food allergies among the general population, as well as our own
congregants, we request that any items brought for the fellowship hour have a note
attached if there are nuts in them (including coconuts). Thank you.




~ Pastoros De

TRINITY SUNDAY

We will celebrate Trinity Sunday on June 16th. As we contemplate the
mystery of the trinity, consider meditating on this prayer.

O God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whose name we are baptized,

we cling in faith to the one true God. We celebrate your fullness and
relationship in whom we have come to know you. O God the Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, in whose image we are known, we seek to live

more fully as children of your way. We pray that you who loved us into
being, carried us through redemption, and lead us on towards perfection,

give us faith. May we known more of you each and every moment. Triune
God, three in one, and one in three. Let your wholeness, inspire our

living, dying, and life beyond death, we pray,

Amen.

FATHER'S DAY PRAYER

BLESSINGS FOR MERRY WILLS
Good and Gracious father of life,

We thank you that you are the father of We give thanks to God for Merry Wills who served as
all, and grant us an example of our Church Sexton. Her cheerfulness, kindness, and
perfection. As we give you thanks, we commitment to bring joy to her work. Her last day was
think of men in our lives and pray for May 31st. We offer her blessing as she settles into
them. We today pray for fathers near full -time work!
and far as well as fathers living and in
the more immediate presence of BLESSINGS FOR KIM NU ZZACI
Jesus. We pray for fathers who were
present with their children and those who were absent. We give thanks to God for Kim Nuzzaci who served as
We pray for new fathers and long term father. We pray our Administrative Assistant. Her expertise, creativity,
for those who loved well and those who did not love as and efficiency will be missed. Her last day was 31st.
well. We offer her blessings as she explores her gifts in
For each and every season of life, we pray for fathers. graphic design.
For those fathers who play and those who don't. For
those who live in the calling for fatherhood and those
who live through having children. We pray for
biological dads and dads who raised us. We pray for MENEI;'(I)O?\IKESD%I\IIVI?I;/IIQIIE\/ISONS
those who are godfathers and uncles. Fathering is not
limited by biology, but created by care and love. 9 Shenandoah , 1965
In the tasks of parenting, let our hearts lift up those I The Rule of Saint Benedic t by Benedict
fathers who are separated  from their children by | Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves
service in the military as well as jobs that require travel and Other thing thebyBdaml e [Do
and distance. We pray for fathers who are trapped by Hamilton
addictions.  We pray for fathers who are serving in 1 Everything Happened for a Reason: And Other Lies
prison away from their children. We pray for fathers ~
S . . | 6 ve IbyKate Bowler
who may be caught up in this recession and lost their 1 The Year of Living Biblicdl
jobs. . . .
. Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible by
We pray for our fathers. We pray for them to have A.J. Jacobs
strength, wisdom and courage. We pray for them to 1 A Year of Biblical Womanhood: How a Liberated

raise their children in the way that they should go.
We pray for them to love, laugh, play and live.

We pray for forgiveness for our fathers, for their
shortcomings, their weaknesses, and their abuses.
And God we pray that we may then be able to pray to
you Abba Daddy.

Amen

Woman Found Herself Sitting on Her Roof, Covering
Her Head, and Calling Her Husband Master by
Rachel Held Evans

1 A Translation for the 21st Century): -
Letters 211 -270 (Vol. ll/4) by Saint =
Augustine (Bishop of Hippo)
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Vacation Bible School 2019
To Mars and Beyond!
July 15 -19
9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

dGlory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask
or imagine by his power at worKk
Ephesians 3:20

Vacation Bible School is coming fast! We are so thrilled to be going To Mars and Beyond!

At To Mars and Beyond VBS, children will enjoy a week of interactive, energizing, activities that will explore the

|l engths of where Godds power can take them. Through acti
stories, we wil!/ |l earn together how to serve God and God
Pre K through Grade 6.

Registration is available online at the church website, www.westgroveumc.org . For information and questions,
contact Melanie Hartley or Joan Leaman. We candét wait to

DISCIPLE BIBLE &« 1 DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY LADIES SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
STUDI \\ Disciple Bible Study is 34 -week | The Ladies Sunday
N course in which participants School class that meets

5 W read and study the Bible in in the library began

‘DISCIPLE = committed groups for the rather spontaneously in

- — : purpose of learning and May. Women who meet
transformation. The studies are for adults of all ages for JULIET were
and experience levels and provide an excellent way to reminiscing about
build or to build upon a biblical foundation for your previous Sunday School 3
faith. Classes and how much R o
The first class in the Disciple series, Becoming Disciples | they enjoyed gathering d I‘ﬁqu' Feet O
through Bible Study, surveys both the Old and New together for prayer, ; CUTT

support and studying
Godds wWtoosadid I
missed gathering each
week, so | said we should
start one!  So, we did!

Testaments. In this course, participants deepen their
awareness of the whole biblical story and have the
opportunity to discuss and learn more about how God
calls us to respond to that story today.

Other Disciple classes focus on smaller sections of the

Bible over the course of the year and may be taken in We are currently reading Hannah Hurnard 8Hi ndsd

any order. Each group is led by a traln_ed facilitator who Feet in High Places.  Although the book was written in

hgs pot only the knowledge and_ exp_enence to lead the 1960686s it is profoundly

Disciple, but the heart to share in a journey of growth Christ today.  One of the most interesting aspects of

with others who want to know more about the Bible and the book is that the names of the characters reflect

its applications to life. their personality. ~ The main character is named

Disciple is one of the strongestin  -depth group Bible Much -Afraid and her clan is named Fearing. Along the

studies available and includes daily preparation of way she encounters Pride, Resentment, Self  -Pity and

about 30 -45 minutes, and a weekly group study session Bitterness.  God does not promise our walk to be

of about two hours. Consider a Disciple Bible Study without challenges, but He does promise to always to

class this year as part of your spiritual growth. Step be with us.  Much -Afraid is learning that lesson daily.

forward to be informed, transformed, and heart -warmed

on your own journey as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Please join us in the library 0 book or no book for lively
conversation and to be surrounded by Christian

Step out in faith!  Register to begin this journey. Sign

up in the Lobby. fellowship.

QU
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http://www.westgroveumc.org

PENTECOST & PENTECOST PRAYER
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY! Holy Spirit,

Come, descend upon us, we pray.

June 9th is Pentecost! Blow the cobwebs from our dusty places.
] Unsettle our static situations.

We will be We_Icomlng our Co_nflrmands 'r_]to Loosen our stuck thoughts and unearth all of the mud
full membership and celebrating the coming that compacted, so that we might be planted

of the Holy Spirit! afresh in you.

. . Free us from fear and anxiety.
Consider wearing red, orange, or yellow Equip and empower us with strengthen and courage to

as you celebrate the presence and power of carry into your preferred future
the Holy Spirit! to share your witness to all the world.

Give us hope sufficient for this day.
4 ‘L h

and united in mission.
Renew our lives together, that we might be for one
another visions of the coming kingdom, both here and
now, as well as then and there, we pray, Amen.

Impart power to be the church abundant in diverse gifts
SUMMER WORSHIP [|S COMING SOON!

Summer worship in July and August at 9:30 a.m. with movies and music.
In July, join us as we explore the gospel in film. In August, you wouldn't want to \\\ \\\
miss our songs of faith! Come for worship with all of your church family! \\\\

UNITED METHODIST MEN

The United Methodist Men will not be meeting during the summer
months. Meetings will resume in September. w
UNITED METHODIST MEN

Stay tuned for updates on the 2019 -2010 dates!

West Grove United Methodist Church

BOOK BIBLE STUDY
X LUTHER
300 N. Guernsey Road, West Grove Wednesd ays
www.westgroveumc.org HOUSE 200 _300 PM
New Location and Time! Building #1

Are you interested in reading and discussing what
others are reading? Joinusat Jenner ds Pon
the 4th Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. to
discuss a recently published book.

II.the ? dther House Bible Study continues to meet on
Wednesdays from 2:00-3:00 pm in Building #1.

This month we arereading o0 Wor ki n' Our WEV)?WQ-W% % '@Y'ted to join us as we delve deeper into
The Incredible True Story of a Homeless Ex -Conand a | G0d's Word and share love and support for one an-
Grieving Millionaire Thrown Together to Save Each other.

Ot h ehby Ran Hall. Ourlives often Cha”%e quickly. We are studying the book of Revelation. If you
How will God use you in the lives of others? have any questions, please see Cindy Haley or call
We will meet on June 27 at 11:00 a.m. to discuss her at 484 -702-7071.

it. Join us! See Pastor Monica for more information.
We hope you can join us!




WOMENOS RETREAT
0OBE BRAVESO®

60 women participated in the womend6s retreat on Ma
mothers, daughters, grandmothers, friends of our church and friends
from the surrounding community.

The womends chorus, voices from the PraiseWorks ba
Choir led by Betsy provided gathering music and led the group in
musical praise and thanksgiving to get us started.

Our speaker, Laura Acuna challenged us to Be Brave. To get past the
lies we tell ourselves and step out in faith. Some of those attending have
spoken to various members of  prayer ministry as to how this has
emboldened them to speak up and walk beside friends facing
challenges.

Margee Micheals, received the Big Girl Award, a well deserved
crocheted, well oversized big girl under garment.

As a result, there has been renewed energy from those who were able to
attend and a renewed sisterhood in the church.

2019 EPA Laity Academy 2019Liﬁ'§cgg£525$CE

When he had finished speaking, he said td
= down the nets for a catché. oDondt be a
= p e o p loleike 6:4,10b

_ UR NET | Are you prepared to navigate the deep waters? Our lives and ministries are

Er = EAEIRE constantly bombarded by the waves that distract us from our commitment to

August 2 — 4 at Eastern University Christ. When you are asked to cast your net and fish for disciples, do you know

where to start? Do you know what to say?

Come join us at the 2019 EPA Conference Laity Academy, August 2 -4, on the scenic campus of Eastern
University in St. Davids, PA., for an exciting weekend of classes, fellowship, worship, entertainment, food and
service. Learn how you can Gather Disciples and Grow your Ministries. There are many more new classes this
year including topics in Ministering to an Aging Congregation, Working With Conflict: Making the Most of
Diversity, and more to be announced.

Register by July 29. If you have any questions contact Rick Wrisley, Laity Academy Dean,
atrickwrisley@verizon.net.




