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"I wait for the Lord, my 
soul waits , and God's 
word I put my hope. My 
soul waits for the Lord 
more than watchman 
wait for the morning, 
more than watchman 
wait for the morning.   O 
Israel, put your hope in 
the Lord, for with the 
Lord is unfailing and 
with God is unfailing 
love and with God in full 
redemption."  
Psalm 130: 5 -7 
 

Our vacation this year 
found us with beautiful 
weather and abundant 
time on the beach.   
With much gratitude to 
many of us, we give 

thanks to God for reflection.   For me, I am often 
delighted by the simplicity of vacation.   The routine 
of going to the beach with its lathering sunscreen, 
preparing snacks, gathering chairs and towels and 
walking towards the ocean which feels like an 
adventure on the first day, is no excitement by the 
end of the week.   The simpleness of routine has 
built in waiting for one member of the family or 
another, at different time.   I wonder if you can 
relate!   
 

Beachtime was filled with jumping the waves, 
sandcastles, naps on the sand, reading, and 
snacks.   You can guess who enjoyed which!   But I 
love a solitary walk seeking the shells up and down 
beach.   You never know what you will find.   You 
have to be open to the gifts from the sea.   I was 
blessed each time, me and and my sea pail.    
 

From Kathleen Norris's reflection,  The Quotidian 
Mysteries: Laundry, Liturgy, and "Women's Work,  
"I have come to believe that the trus mysteries of 
the quotidian are not hose who contemplate the 
holiness in isolation, reaching godlike illumination 

in serene silence, but those who manage to find 
God in life filled with noise, the demands of other 
people and the relentless daily duties that consume 
the self.   They may young parents juggling child 
rearing and making living; they may be monks or 
nuns in a small community who have to wear three 
or four "hats" because there are more jobs to fill 
than people to fill them.   If they are wise, they 
treasure the rare moments of solitude and silence 
that come their way, and use them not to escape, to 
distract themselves with television and the like.   
Instead they listen for a sign of God's presence and 
they open their hearts towards prayer." (page 70).   
 

You may or may not find moments of rest and 
vacation this month, but I can imagine that you 
find quotidian and ordinary moments of routine.   
You may find moments of folding the laundry or 
washing the dishes, mowing the lawn or making the 
bed.   In the midst of the moments, I pray the you 
might look for solitude and silence.   One of the gifts 
for me in vacation is always that my mind can stop 
focusing on the urgent and make space to be 
present with God, who has been waiting for me.   I 
am always rewarded.   Every time I let go of the daily 
grind and lean into the routine, my mind can wait 
on God.   I pray August can have moments, hours, 
maybe even days, of waiting on God.    
 

August moves us from the freedom of time with 
vacation and possibility as children go back to 
school, work schedules change, board meetings 
pick back up, and fall obligations resume.   The 
weather might change and temperatures might 
drop a bit in the evening, and then again, they 
might not.   As we face down September, we think 
about intentional discipleship and how we are 
growing in our faith, but for today - may you rest 
and wait on the Lord.    
 
In God's Love,   
 
Pastor Monica   
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AUGUST COFFEE FELLOWSHIP ñHosted by:  Youth Ministry  

Due to the increase in food allergies among the general population, as well as our own  

congregants, we request that any items brought for the fellowship hour have a note  

attached if there are nuts in them (including coconuts).   

Our Emergency Food Pantry serves 
our community and provides much 
needed food and supplies to families 
in our area.  Your donations are 
appreciated.  An Emergency Aid 
donation envelope can be found in 

your bulletin on First Sundays as well.  The funds 
collected help others in need with rent, utility 
bills, etc.  Thank you for your generosity!   
Our next First Sunday is August 5.  

.  

August Worship at West Grove UMC 
Please join us in our worship service to be blessed by the Word of God. 

 
 
 
 

 
Join us for worship is on 

August 12th at 11 am 
in the Alison Theater.  
Led by Pastor Jim. 

 
Join us or tune in on the Closed Circuit TV  

at Jennerõs Pond. 

 
 

Sunday, August 5, 2018  
Communion Sunday  

*Emergency Aid  
Pastor Jim is preaching  
*Emergency Food Pantry Day is   
the first Sunday of each month  

 

Scripture:  1 John 4:7 -21, John 14:15 -27   

Sermon:  Do Love: With God and Others  
God challenges us to love both God and others;  

how will you do both?     

 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 12, 2018  
12th Sunday After Pentecost  

 

Scripture: Mark 6:14 -29, James 1: 16 -18  
Sermon:  Do Love:   Gifts from the Sea    

Anne Morrow Lindbergh's book written   63 years ago 

holds timeless truths about the rhythms of life and 

faith.   What gifts does God offer in the sea and 

through life?    

  

 
 

 
Sunday, August 19, 2018  
13th Sunday after Pentecost  

College Student Blessing  
 

Scripture: Mark 6: 30 -40, Isaiah 55:1 -8  

Sermon:  Do Love with Bread, Fish, and 
Chocolate!?!  

The awarding winning movie, Chocolat highlights a 

woman a her daughter moving in a French town in 

1959 and opening a chocolate shop in a traditional 

town.   What can we learn about God's love from 

chocolate and tradition?     

 

    

Sunday, August 26, 2018  
14th Sunday After Pentecost  

Backpack Blessing  
 

Scripture: Mark 6: 45 -56, Psalm 124  

Sermon:  Do Love with Courage  
 N C Wyeth painted multiple images of the raging 

sea and storms rising against ships.   We sometimes 

find ourselves adrift in need of strength and 

courage.   Where will we find Jesus in the midst of 

greatest storms?   

  
 

ǹǼǱMER ȄLȈȓDȈD ǾOșSǫȍP  
Oɶʍ Sˏˠ˥iɨʍ aʠ 9:30 ʆ.ʗ. 
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Pastorõs Desk 

PASTOR SHIRLEY  
We celebrate the fruitfulness and gifts of Pastor 

Shirley. In the early church, when a follower of Jesus 

received a call to ministry, their home church called 

them a son or daughter of that church. Pastor Shirley 

is a daughter of West Grove. We give thanks to God for 

her call to ministry experienced here at West Grove. 

She has served at West Grove previously and came 

back to serve again as our Associate Pastor for Caring 

Ministries. Pastor Shirley also responded to Godõs 

vision and the District Superintendentõs call to serve 

at Friendship UMC.  

  

During Pastor Shirleyõs time among us most recently, 

she has blessed us with working with others to create 

a culture of prayer 

and visitation. Her 

heart for caring and 

prayer is a part of her 

every interaction with 

our church and 

community. On  June 

24th, Pastor Shirley 

shared her call to 

serve Friendship UMC 

again and the vision 

that led to that call.   

 

West Grove offers 

blessings upon Pastor 

Shirley in this season 

of her ministry.     

PRAYER WALK  
 

What a honor it is to be one of the few 

miniseriums and school districts that 

work together in offer a prayer walk for 

our educators.   This opportunity allows 

members of community to be pray with or 

for our teachers and staff as they begin 

the school year.   Teachers have often 

been over heard asking for specific 

prayers for themselves and new 

curriculum, heartbreaking family 

circumstances, and life transitions.   Join 

us as we embrace the call to live the 

world as our parish on  August 21!  

COLLEGE STUDENT  

PRAYER PARTNERS  
 

 

For our first year college students 

as well as those who continue in 

their studies, we give thanks to 

God for those who pray  

faithfully.   Please make sure the 

office has current addresses for 

college students, young adults 

who are serving in the military, 

and those in trade school. We 

want to pair you up with those 

who will pray for you and with 

you and occasionally send a care 

package.   Thank you for  

committing to this vital ministry!  
 

 

Books Mentioned  

In Sermons  
 

¶ The Hound of Heaven and Other  

Poems by Francis Thompson, G.K. 

Chesterton.  

¶ New Creation. John Wesleyõs  

Theology Today , by Theodore  

Runyon  

¶ Forty -Four Sermons by John Wesley  

¶ Grace Sufficient by 

Jean Miller Schmidt  
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Pastorõs Desk, cont. 

PRAYER FOR PARENTS  
 

As our youth and young adults go to college or off on their own, it is often 

parents who find themselves looking for a ritual or reflection.   The youth  

person's time is filled with what comes next and the parents find, at least  

initially, a little more time on their hands.   A prayer for parents:   

 

Loving God, who offered up your son, you know about letting go.   As I drive 

away, I confess I remember days gone by from when my child was learning to 

walk to just writing their own name to needing assistance in so many ways.   

Sometimes, I miss those days.   Bless my child in this new season of life.   Keep 

them safe as they explore with stronger enough roots and be grounded in 

faith and wide enough wings to fly.   Help me, Lord to gentle with myself as I 

tiptoe into this new season of life, for myself and for my family.   God of sur-

prises, grace  us with your presence at every turn, we pray, Amen.    

PRAYER FOR CAREGIVERS  
 

My heart is often heavy for all in our community who care for their friends 

and family.   A prayer for caregivers:   

 

Caring God, we often prayer for those in need of healing and cure.   Next to 

every person in need of care is one who labors to care.   Make us every mindful 

of the caregivers.   May the held   hands and gentle touch bring healing both to 

patients and caregivers, we pray.   May the quiet hugs and soft sighs  

communicate care when no words will come, we pray. May rest and respite be 

ample when exhaustion settles in the soul of the long term caregiver, we pray. 

Caring God, care for us, we pray, Amen.    

Pastor Monicaõs Vacation & Pastoral Care Schedule 
 

Pastor Monica on vacation  August 7th - 11th, 13th . We give thanks to God 

for the pastoral leadership of Pastor Jim and Deaconess Yvette for emergency 

pastoral care.   We give thanks to God for our trustees and staff parish as well 

as Donna Fackler as our Church Administrator for administrative needs  

during that time.     
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GROW 
 

BOOK OF THE MONTH  

4th Thursday of Each Month  

5:45 p.m.  

Are you interested in reading and discussing what others are reading?  

Join us on the 4th Thursday of each month at 5:45 p.m. to discuss a 

newer title.  Weõll meet in Room 3.    
 

August 23:   òSin of Certaintyó by Peter Enns  

 

September 27: òFinding God in the Waves: How I Lost My Faith and 

Found it Again Through Scienceó  by Mark McHarque  
 

October:  òA World of Three Zeros: The New Economics of Zero Poverty, 

Zero Unemployment, and Zero Net Carbon Emissionsó by Muhammad 

Yunus    

 

November:  òThe Great Aloneó by Kristin Hannah   

 

December:  òThe Nutcrackeró by E T Hoffman   

 

See Pastor Monica for more information.   
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CHRIST SERVANT MINISTERS  

Classes on October 26, 7 -9 p.m.  

And October 27, 9 a.m. -3 p.m.  
 

We will be offering the basic course for Christ 
Servant Ministers on October 26 -27 at West 
Grove UMC.  We will need a minimum of 12 
students.     
 

A Christ Servant Minister  isé 
 

An active, supportive member of a United      
Methodist congregation;  

Eager to serve through the church  

Well -informed on Scripture, and on the  
doctrine, heritage, and the life of the United 
Methodist Church  

Committed to witnessing through church and 
community leadership, caregiving ministries, 
and spoken 
communication  

Willing to improve 
his or her skills by 
training for service.  

 

Talk to Pastor Monica  
if you would like to 

know more.  

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR 

CHURCH  

 
Join us as we pray specifically 

t hroughout the year for our  
church and community:  

 

¶ God will move us from hearers of 

the word, to doers.  

¶ Each person of the community will 
be welcomed here as a child of 

God.   

¶ God will strengthen and grow  
leadership in our faith community 
for the next ways God is calling us 
to DO Faith.   

 

LUTHER HOUSE  

NEW BIBLE STUDY  

We continue to meet on Wednesdays from 2:00 - 

3:00 PM in Building #1. Everyone is invited to 

join us as we delve deeper into God's Word and 

share love and support 

for one another.  

 

We are starting a new 

study on The Fruit of 

the Spirit.  This study 

will take us through 

the month of August.  
 

If you have any  

questions about joining 

us, please contact  

Cindy Haley at  

484 -702 -7071.  
 

We hope you  

can join us!  

PRAYER ROOM  

Our newly updated prayer room will 
be open each Sunday 
after worship for  

anyone seeking prayer.   

Daily  

Meditations  

They are written one for each day of the 

week as a short meditation and question to 

begin your day.   Take your bulletin home 

and read each day.   May  

your  relationship with God 

be enriched.  They are also 

available on Facebook and 

our website �è�� 


