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fHe looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury;
he also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.
Jesus said, O6Truly |1 tell you, this poor widqgw
for all of them have contributed out of their abundance,
but she out of her poverty has put-4in all sHe
This month, Steve and | attended the wedding of one my cousins. Who could have imagined this great
conversation that we overheard coming out of a beautiful, old, Roman Catholic church? Two young

professionals behind us chose that moment to reflect on their understandings of stewardship and
givinginthechurch. They said: o0You would be st Yauiganothiogfagit. ve tlo
Even a big, beautiful church like this. I know people who give thousands of dollars a year and they
dondt get anything differentWhtyhamupeoploa wihotdan®td |gil
people have conversations like this all across the globe as they try to untangle church practices,

biblical understanding, and stewardship. Perhaps, you have as wel | . Lef o
together.
The good news is they are absolutely correct. Godds grace is available to gl

they tithed their six -figure income or put a five  -dollar bill in the plate when they come when the kids
sing, Godo6s grace i s n &odisheaipkletaad.nt on gi ving.

The good news is stewardship is not fund -raising. Increasing the bottom line is not the primary
objective of any sermon, teaching, or conversation about stewardship. However, here is what my
well -dressed wedding friends missed out on. Tithing to the church is less about what we get, and
much more about who God is. We are a people called to live as disciples of Jesus. Stewardship is
part of a lifestyle of giving your entire life to the way of Jesus.

Jesus, who calls us to pray for our enemies, feed the hungry, regardless of their gratitude, and work for

justice, also has a lot to say about how it is we earn, spend, save, and give our money. The parable of the
wi dowdés mite is not intended to encourage us just to]log
ittte amongus. Rat her, 1 i ke all parables, the whedvwdowiras abetd e e
give all she had, because she trusted that she would still have dinner that night. It is a bold proclamation

that God provides!  Because of that bold proclamation, she could live out loud trusting God.

Now, many of us have some questions then about planning and taking care of ourselves first, and

what social safety nets were in place for the widow. | think those are conversations that we ought to

be having. Let us start from a default position that God provides for us what we need. Then begin to

care for others, our families, and ourselves to see how God does that. As we walk this stewardship
series toget her in the month of October, | et us r eme

are called to name our blessings, thank God for our blessings, and share our blessings.

Perhaps, my fancy money -savvy friends at the wedding, might be right, you do not get anything for
giving to the church.  We follow the Savior who gave it all away, even his life. Perhaps, they missed
Godds abundance and providence for all/l peopl el

We certainly get much and share, much more than we give!

I n Godds Love,
Pastor Monica
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% October Worship at West Grove UMC

Pl ease join

us i n our worship serAwice

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, October 1
World Communion Sunday
Emergency Aid Sunday
Blessing of the Intentional Presence
Genesis 26 -27
Job 2:12 -13

Showing up matters. Join us in worship as we
see how we can support one another.

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, October 8
Blessings of Witness

Genesis 28
Matthew 23: 24 -43

Invite a friend to join us in worship!

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Baptism of Brianna Stewart
Sunday, October 15
Blessing of Purpose
Genesis 29 -30
Philippians 4: 10 -19
Who has God called you to be?

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, October 22
Blessing of Relationships
Genesis 31
Matthew 23:14 -21

God gives us relationship. How do we
steward this gift?

Twenty -first Sunday after Pentecost
October 29
Consecration Sunday
Fifth Sunday of the Month Collection
Blessed to be a Blessing
Genesis 32
Luke 12:42 -48

How will your blessings bless others?

Worship is on Sermon Talk back

e Sunday On the fourth Sunday of the
JE;JNER'S sonp  October 8th month, at 9:45 a.m., join
Pastor Monica in Room 3 to talk

& CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY H
at 11 amin the about the sermon. Maybe you resonate and want to share a story. Maybe

you are curious and have questions. Maybe you are puzzled and want to
ask questions. Maybe you know there is always more research that goes

Allison Theater into creating and birthing a sermon and want to hear more.

led by Pastor Jim.

Come, join Pastor Monica!

FIRST SUNDAYS: Our
Emergency Food Pantry serves
our community and provides
much needed food and supplies
to families in our area. Your
donations are appreciated. An
Emergency Aid donation
envelope can be found in your bulletin on First
Sundays as well. The funds collected help others we request that any items brought for the fellowship
in need with rent, utility bills, etc. Thank you for
your generosity.

Firgt
brought to you by : COFFEE #OUR
S“‘“%‘%‘\ Finance Team

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP _
Octoberds Coffee
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Due to the increase in food allergies among the
general population, as well as our own congregants,

hour have a note attached if there are nuts in them
(including coconuts). Thank you.
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PRAYER BEAD GARDEN

With the ground consecrated, we continue the
work of bidding the project. Initially, we were led
to believe the cost of Phase 1 would be $10,000.
From our initial bids, we believe that estimate is
low. We affirm our commitment to beginning
; vam the project whenitis
funded. We ask our
PP congregation to prayer-
~ fully consider giving to
4 help this vision of our
' prayer bead garden for
the community,
come to
fruition.

Many have asked what are the phases.
At this time, here is the scope:

-Phase 1: excavation, concrete, and
installation of stones

-Phase 2: landscaping, hedging, and
planting

-Phase 3: water feature
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The Prayer Bead Garden
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Help us make this vision a reality.




