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  Star 

 “So if anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 

has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17  

Do you like to make New Year’s resolutions? I do! I like the chance to start again and 

try another time. The most common New Year’s resolutions are for weight loss, 

exercise, to quit smoking, to get out of debt, to spend more time with family, and to 

enjoy life. They all seem fairly admirable and desirable. However, at the heart of a New 

Year’s resolution is to change from some habit or practice that is undesirable to one 

that is more desirable. Change is essential to moving from something you wish not to 

do to embracing something you wish to do. The best kind of change has a purpose and plan in mind. “The main 

dangers in this life are people who want to change everything …or nothing.” Nancy 

Astor  

I recognize that change is not always a desired end. Or perhaps, change is desired when 

someone else is doing it. Leo Tolstoy said: “Everyone thinks about changing the world, 

not one thinks about changing [themselves].” Few people enjoy when the routine that 

they have enjoyed or expected is changed. Even small changes are often met with 

frustration: when they move your favorite coffee to a different aisle at the grocery store, 

when you are detoured on your ride home, when TV programming is pre-empted, or a 

when favorite store moves locations. But as Winston Churchill notes: “To improve is to change; to be perfect is to 

change often.”  

Nevertheless, do not take Churchill’s word for it. Paul writes to the church at Corinth about 

more than a passing New Year’s resolution to be disregarded by Groundhog’s day along 

with 80% of the other resolutions. Paul writes to the church about how one’s life changes in 

Christ. As one seeks a deeper relationship with Christ, there are often parts of our lives that 

need change. In fact, the change is sometimes so drastic that Paul refers to us as “new 

creations”. While this might include increasing exercising or quitting smoking, this kind of 

new creation is committed to become more fully the image of Christ. We are called live into and become more molded 

into the image of Christ.  

So, for me, that is my New Year’s resolution this year. I have plenty of room for progress, change, movement, and 

improvement. But this I know, as the calendar switches years, I have another opportunity to try again as a child of 

God. As the new day dawns, I have another chance to become more Christ-like. As the grace of God is extended over 

and over again to me and others, I am granted another occasion to become a new creation – one who knows she is 

made in the image of God and seeks live like it. This is not just a new year’s resolution, but a life resolution.  

Ever-loving God of grace, we turn the calendar and turn towards you. We confess we have not always lived as your people, and we have not 

always embraced becoming a new creation. Sometimes, we have liked the comfortability of where we are over who you call us to be. Urge us 

onto perfection as we seek to live into the likeness that we receive through your Son Jesus Christ through our baptisms. Renew our hope to 

try again as we stumble. In your holy name, we pray, Amen.  

In God’s Love, Pastor Monica 
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January Worship at West Grove UMC 
Please join us in our worship service to be blessed by the Word of God. 

 

Coffee Fellowship on 
Sunday, January 18 

is hosted by  

The Music Team 

Due to food allergies among 

the general population and our own 

congregants, we request that any items 

brought for the fellowship note  if they contain 

nuts (including coconuts).  Thank you. 

Epiphany Sunday 
January 4, 2015 

Communion Sunday 
 

*Emergency Food Pantry Collection Day is on the 
 first Sunday of each month 

Scripture:  Matthew 2:1-12, Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Sermon: “Daily Bread” 
Experience God providing for your needs through 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion.    
 

First Sunday After The Epiphany 
January 11, 2015 

Baptismal Reaffirmation  
Scripture:  Mark 1:4-11, Psalm 29  
 Sermon: “Daily Blessing” 
Experience God’s daily blessings as you remember 
your baptism and be thankful.   

 

Second Sunday After The Epiphany 
January 18, 2015 

Pastor Monica’s last Sunday before Maternity 
leave 

Scripture:  John 1: 43-51, 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
 Sermon: “Daily Buzz” 
Experience God’s daily presence as you discern 
God’s wisdom.   

 

Third Sunday After The Epiphany 
January 25, 2015 

Rev. Sarley’s first Sunday as Interval Pastor  
Scripture:  2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 Sermon: “A Thorny Situation” 
Life is full of thorns and this reminds us that we 
are dependent on God’s presence and God’s 
strength each day. 

 

 

 

Three Gifts that God Offers You Everyday:  
God offers you daily gifts; will you accept those gifts?  

The Church office will be 

closed 

on Thursday 

January 1, 2015 

For New Year’s Day 

Holiday. 

 Wishing everyone a 

blessed and happy New Year!  

Human Relations Day is January 18, 2015 

 Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of  town, and you will find what Jesus called “the least of these.” Those living in the margins of society, struggling to sur-

vive. Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that’s what we want to model as the people of The United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry 

of Jesus, we established Human Relations Day as a Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to participate in helping all God’s children to realize their potential. 

 Your gift, on this day, allows the work of folks like Bruce and Becky Ballou to build relationships with those teens in Texas. Your gift allows Montey Payne to lead recov-

ering addicts towards healing. And your gift helps Rev. Steve Burr find work for ex-offenders.   This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are possible because you give.  Will You 

Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins?  Look for the giving envelope in your packet and your bulletin  



Connectional  

Commitments 
As United Methodists, your cler-

gy are called not only to serve 

the local church, but into the community 

and throughout the world. John Wesley 

famously said, “The world is my parish.” 

So how are your clergy living up to that 

commitment?  
 December 9th— Pastor Jim di-

rected 13th Annual Christmas Car-

ol hymn sing  

 December 10th—Pastor Monica, 

as co-covener of Conference 

Women In Professional Ministry 

hosted the Advent Day for Wom-

en in Professional Ministry at the 

Bishop’s house.   

 December 11th—Pastor Monica 

participated in  Wesley Founda-

tion Board meeting via Confer-

ence Call.   

 December 14th – Pastor Jim of-

fered worship, at Jenner’s Pond at 

11:00am. 

 December 23rd— Pastor Monica 

officiated at funeral of Phyllis An-

gel as requested by Heartland 

Hospice 

 December 24th  – Pastor Jim of-

fered Christmas Eve worship, at 

Jenner’s Pond at 7:15pm. 
 

Pastor Jim taught 4 session of Advent 

Bible Study on Background and 

Events on the Birth of Jesus from De-

cember 2nd through 23rd.    
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Save the date!  

New member classes will 

start on April 19, 

2015.  We will meet on 

Sunday mornings for 3 

weeks in Pastor Monica's 

office.  On May 10th, we 

will welcome new members 

into our congregation.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Pastor Monica or Melissa Jones. 

Community thanksgiving 

We give thanks to God for all who participated in 

the Community Thanksgiving service on November 

23rd—musicians, bakers, clean-er-ups, and of 

course, worshippers.  It was truly our joy to open 

our doors to welcome our community to worship 

together.    

Please let Pastor Monica, Pastor 

Jim, or the church office know if 

you or a loved one is in the hos-

pital. We would love to support 

you and your family with a visit. We depend on 

you to share the information of which hospital 

your loved one is in. Please also let us know of 

any other pastoral needs. We are also interested 

in gathering a visitation team. Please let us know 

if you are interested in supporting our home-

bound members in this way. Thank you!  

Community Choir  

Community Worshipping Together 
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A New Year! A New Day! A New 

Life!  

By Helen Steiner Rice  

 

Not only on New Year’s  

But all the year through  

God gives us a chance to begin life anew,  

For each day at dawning we have but to pray  

That mistakes that we made yesterday  

Will be blotted out and forgiven by grace,  

 

For God in [God’s] love will completely efface  

All that is past and [God’ll] grant a new start  

To all who are truly repentant at heart.  

And well may humans pause in awesome-like 

wonder  

 

That our Father in Heaven  

Who dwells far asunder  

Could still remain willing to freely forgive  

That shabby small lives we so selfishly live  

And still would be mindful of sin-ridden hu-

man  

 

Who constantly goes on defying God’s plan –  

But this is the gift  

Of God’s limitless love,  

A gift that we all are so unworthy of  

But God gave it to us and all we need do  

Is to ask God’s forgiveness and begin life anew.  

From Pastor Monica, Pastor Jim, and all of the 
staff, we give thanks to God for your thoughtful 
and generous gifts at this Christmas season.  It is 

our joy to serve God with you! 

A Big THANK YOU!   

To all who prepared for the 

coming of our health inspec-

tor in December, we give 

you our thanks.  It is a big 

and dirty job to clean up our well-used kitchen.  

It is an important job to keep our kitchen in 

good shape.  Thank you!  

Don’t forget to clean up after yourself as you 

use the kitchen.   

Movie-ing through Advent  

Thank you to all who joined us for movies throughout Advent.   

Watching movies together, enjoying good food, and appreciat-

ing fellowship and reflection were all benefits of our time to-

gether in this busy season.  Across the four 

weeks, we had approximately 120 people who 

joined us,  With this popularity, we are consid-

ering future movie nights.  Stay tuned!    

Did you notice?  

We have a new sign base up by Route 1.  This is 
due to the good and faithful work of our trus-

tees.  During Cottage Chats, many of you 
shared that the visibility on Route 1 brought you 

to the church.   
We hope this sign base and the signs that are to 

come will bring more to our church.  

Thank you! 



Our UMCOR donation is appreciated. 
 

To our Friends in Mission at West Grove UMC: 

Through the Advance, the designated giving channel of The 

United Methodist Church, 100 percent of your contribution will go to Undesignated 

UMCOR, Advance #999895.  Your gift received on 11/21/14 of $70 is supporting pro-

grams that fight hunger and poverty, assist the displaced, and respond to disasters.  Giv-

ing through The Advance enables United Methodists to partner with one another in mis-

sion and ministry around the world.  Thank you for joing with us “Be Hope” to those who 

desperately need it. 

 

Our Campus Ministry donation is  

appreciated. 
 

Dear Pastor Monica and the West Grove UMC Family, 

On behalf of the Conference Board of Higher Education 

and Campus Ministry, thank you so much for your re-

cent gift of $136.80.  The ministry has great plans for 

2015 and your gift will go to support those efforts in the 

coming year. 

I pray for God’s blessing upon you for your generosity and support of the Higher Educa-

tion and Campus Ministry of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of the 

United Methodist Church. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Jacob Kurien 

Executive Director of Connectional Ministries 

From the  

Ministerium  

Praying Together….  

During the week of Christian 

Unity, January 18th—24th, we join together as a com-

munity to pray.   

There are 155 hours of straight prayer for one another, 

the churches, the community, the schools, and the 

leaders.  

Go to http://Project155.weebly.com to sign up.   

Enter your contact information and prayer requests.    

Details will follow.   

From the Ministerium  

An update on the Bridge Food 

Pantry….  

 

The Bridge fed 152 families before Thanksgiving!   

Thanks for all your support!   The Bridge got the 

grant for second year, but not this year (as expected).  

As a result, we are now in the “short” period of food 

drives.  

We still serve 60 – 70 families every Tuesday night! 

Also, there are no donations from farmers right now... 

so HEY Ya’all – “Step Up!”  

The kids in our needy families need extra protein! 

Dollars help this out, too. Checks to Church of Naza-

rene with Bridge in memo line, or even checks made 

out to The Bridge seem to work.  
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Baptism of Mason Robert Hendrickson 

December 14, 2014 

Christmas Shoebox 

Drive Collection 

A big thank you to all 

who filled boxes for Op-

eration Christmas 

Child.  Our generosity 

blessed others and 

helps us to remind one 

another of who God 

calls us to be.   

From the Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 

 As of January 20th, Pastor Monica will be maternity 

leave expecting the birth of her third child.  She will on ma-

ternity leave through March 20th.  During that time, we will 

be blessed with an interval pastor, Rev. Richard Sarley.  Rev. 

Sarley is a retired United Methodist elder having served St. 

Paul’s in Warrington, St. Matthew’s in Valley Forge, and 

other churches in our conference.   

 An interval pastor sustains the ministry of a an active 

pastor who needs to be on leave for one to three months.  

During this time, Pastor Jim will also be away.  He and Bet-

ty will be traveling around the world.  We will anticipate 

their return in April.   

 Rev. Sarley lives in the Valley Forge area with his wife, 

Arline.  He has grown children and is expecting his third 

grandchild, a girl, in January as well.   

 Rev. Sarley will be preaching on Sunday mornings, avail-

able for pastoral support and care on Sunday mornings be-

tween services, as well as for emergency pastoral situations 

through the week.  Please call the church office when emer-

gency pastoral needs arise.   

 According to  the distance from which Rev. Sarley 

comes and our agreement with him, we will try to care for 

urgent pastoral cares in a timely manner with other methods 

as well. We wish Pastor Jim and Betty safe travels, Pastor 

Monica, Steve, Alisabeth, and Felicity blessing on the safe 

arrival of the newest member of their family, and look for-

ward to our time with Rev. Sarley.   

Envelopes have been available in the Narthex for 2015.  

Please pick your envelopes , and begin using them in Jan-

uary.  There are also pledge and commitment cards avail-

able, if you have not yet had a chance to fill one out. 

Questions about numbering and recording, please ask 

SaraAnn Ramberger, our financial secretary. 
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THE COMMUNITY CAFÉ 

New Year’s Celebration Meal 

Tuesday, January 26 

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

Happy New Year! The Community Café is a monthly 
meal ministry offered to meet the needs of our church 
neighbors, friends and members who are in need of or 
desire a time of fellowship and food.  The meals offered 
through this ministry are TOTALLY FREE and everyone 
is welcome! 

Please join us for a hot, delicious luncheon prepared by 
Chef Joe and served to you by the wonderful volunteers 
from the church.  

Our lunch is served directly to your table, restaurant 
style, by our gracious volunteers, so you do not have to 
stand in a buffet line! Reservations are suggested, but 
are not required, by calling the church office at 610-
869-9334 or e-mailing office@westgroveumc.org.  
 Walk-ins are welcome. The Rover Bus Company pro-
vides local transportation for a nominal fee.  You must 
call them at 610-594-3911 to reserve your seat.  If you 
want to attend the lunch, but are unable to afford 
transportation, the driver will be met at the church 
doors, and the bus fare paid. 

Widow's Gathering 

 (in the Parlor)  

Oxford Presbyterian Church 

January 11, 2015 

3 PM 

Join us for sharing and  

fellowship. 

Hosted by June Hoffman, RN, FCN 

Olive Brinton  

April 24, 1921 ~ November 19, 2014 

For those of you who knew or experienced, my 

mother, Olive Brinton, you knew a feisty, lit-
tle, "never old lady!'  While I grieve for my 

Mom, Becky and Kenny for their grandmoth-

er, Matthew and Jacob for their great-
grandmother, we celebrate her life and 

thank this congregation for making all of our 

lives richer for all kindness shown. 

There is no more darkness, only light. 

With love, 

Susan Paisley 

June Martz 

April 24, 1921 ~ November 19, 2014 

 

Wayne Martz extends his 

sincere thanks and appreci-

ation at the outpouring of 

love and support  from our 

congregation and commu-

nity, particularly the United 

Methodist Women and 

R.A.P., at the time of his 

wife’s death. 

mailto:office@westgroveumc.org
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CMO Chapel Time with Pastor Monica 

 

During our chapel time in December, we prepared for the birth of  

Jesus.   We enjoyed the progressive decorating of the sanctuary, our 
classrooms, and the building in general.  We talked about how get-
ting ready for Jesus was more than just our buildings, but also our 

hearts.  

  

In preparing for Jesus, we shared together in the following books: 

 How Heaven Decorates for Christmas by Ron Mehl and Melody 

Carlson  

 Who’s Coming to Our House? By Joseph Slate 

 Waiting for Noel: An Advent Story By Ann Dixon  

 Llama Llama Holiday Drama by Anna Dewdney  

 The Nativity By Julie Vivas  

 

We also sang our song for the month, “Away in the Manger” complete 

with hand motions.   

We can’t wait to see what awaits us when we return in January! 

Heart to Heart VIIII 

Lenten Devotional Booklet  

  

   We are preparing our ninth booklet of devotions to be handed out on Ash 

Wednesday. It will contain faith stories from individuals in our congregation.  
 

     WE NEED YOUR STORY! Everyone has a story to tell of how God has worked in 

their life and we would like you to share yours.  It can be an answered prayer, a lesson 

learned, or how you live out your faith in your daily life.  Children can submit drawings 

or short messages too!  Your story of faith will be an encouragement to someone!   
 

Simply write your story in 50 to 400 words.  Include your name.. Include a scriptural 

reference if you like. Include a prayer if you like.. Turn in devotions to  

Cindy Haley at chaley@zoominternet.net or  

Donna Fackler at donna.wgumc1@verizon.net  
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Children’s Morning  

Out and Preschool 
 

  Christmas time is always such a joyous time of the year for The 

CMO and Preschool children.  The children are like busy little elves 

preparing for so much.  With the help of Pastor Monica and chapel 

time, the children prepared for Jesus’ birth and with the help of the 

teachers the children prepared gifts for their families.  The children 

had so much fun at our Happy Birthday Jesus celebration.  Our 

celebration started with Pastor Monica sharing the story of 

Christmas, followed by our children singing 

songs for their families.  I think the big hit songs  this year were the 

Reindeer Pokey (think Hokey Pokey but you are pretending to be a reindeer) 

and of course, Happy Birthday to Jesus.  The children then, explored with 

their families lots of fun activities that the teachers planned.   The children 

were able to make a donkey ornament to go along with a special donkey 

poem, decorate ice cream cone Christmas trees, play a snowman bowling 

game, and play in and explore lots of creative sensory bins.  I cannot say 

thank you enough to our wonderful teachers.  They always amaze me with their love and dedication 

to our program.  We are happy to be back at school now and look forward to continuing to learn and 

grow in 2015. 

        

         Give him a present (Ronan) 

 Make him a happy face (Henry) 

Talk to him (Felicity) 

Have him join in the fun (Brie) 

Everyone shares their presents 

(Maggie) 

 Dec- orate a tree with him (Arely) 

   Have a feast with him (Aubree) 

     Give him waffles (Alex)      

         Let him have cake (Larissa) 

                      Make a picture (Henry)   

      Give him pudding (Miles) 

            Tickle him (Brynn)   

      Give him hugs (Miss Stacy) 

 

Cabinet spends day 

at Methodist       
Children's Home  

The EPA Conference Cabinet re-

cently came together at the Meth-

odist Services Children's Home in 

Philadelphia to share the love and 

blessings of the season. Each year 

the Cabinet chooses a different lo-

cation to spend a day in service. 

The Children's Home was chosen 

this year by the Rev. Anita Powell, 

Dean of the Cabinet. Bishop Peggy 

Johnson and the superintendents 

spent a day making cookies and 

making friends, as they wrapped 

gifts and read to the children  



 

Winter Retreat @ Gretna Glen 
 

When:  Saturday, January 31 – Sunday, February 1 
What:  A time away from school and work to connect with friends and with God.   
             We will eat good food, spend time outside, play games and worship together.   
Cost:   $50 – which covers meals and lodging for the weekend.   
Who:   7th – 12th graders and your friends!   
How:   Fill out the registration form below and turn it in to Jamie with your $50.   

More information to come about exact times and what to bring!   

 

Registration and Permission Form 
 

I _________________________________  Give permission for my son/daughter 

__________________________________ to participate in the Winter Retreat to Gretna Glen 

Retreat Center on January 31 – Feb 1st with the West Grove UMC Youth Group.   

 

Student Name __________________________________________   Grade; ______________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ______________________  Email Address: __________________________ 

Parents Cell: ________________________________________________________________ 

Any allergies or medical concerns: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact and #: ___________________________________________________ 

 



Congratula-

tions to 

many of our 

high school-

ers who have 

been official-

ly conducted 

into the Na-

tional Honor Society at Avon Grove 

HS!  We’ve got some great students.  Be sure 

to congratulate them when you see them.   
 

Emily Lytle, Alyssa Lytle 

Justin Lytle, Ben LeStourgeon 

Luke Chalmers, Lianne Covington 

Connor Dosenbach 

Zack Pettaruto 

 

Youth Christmas Party:  We had a great 

time celebrating Christmas at Jamie’s house 

in December.  16 Youth filled the living room 

as they sat around the tree eating, laughing 

and exchanging silly gifts!   

 

January updates!  Check out what is 

happening in January.   

January 11th – Summer 15’ Mission Trip 

Reveal Party.  Come hear about where we 

are headed this summer for our next mis-

sion trip.  7 – 8:30.  Bring a friend who 

might be interested as well.   

January 18 – Middle School Youth Group; 7 

– 8:30 

January 23 – Friday Night DodgeBall – 7 – 

9:00.  Bring $2 for pizza.   

January 25 – High School Youth Group; 7 – 

8:30 

 

January 31 – February 1st – Winter       
Retreat @ Gretna Glen.  Get away for a 
weekend and spend time with friends as 
well as growing closer to God.  We all need a 
respite from our hectic schedule – take ad-
vantage of this time away and see what God 
has for you.  Sign up with Jamie by January 

18th.  (Sooner is possible).   
 

Youth Leader Planning and Prayer Meet-
ing; In order to continue growing as a youth 
ministry, be sure we are connecting regular-
ly with our youth and be more organized in 
planning programs for the future; We will 
try to meet once a month as a leadership 
team.  My hope is to begin growing this 
leadership team as well.  If you are currently 
volunteering with the youth OR if you might 
be interested in being a part of the youth 
ministry – come on out for our first 2015 
meeting.  January, 15th at Jamie’s house.  
6:30 – 8:00ish.  I will make some dinner – 
we will eat together, spend time planning 
and recognizing needs and end with praying 

for our students.   

Looking Ahead 

 Don’t forget to mark your calen-

dars for June 28 – July 4th – Our 

Summer Mission Trip!   

 



J.U.L.I.E.T. 
JULIET…Just Us 

Ladies Interested in 
Eating Together  

January 10 at 9:00 
a.m. 

Start the New Year out 

right and join us for breakfast on Saturday, 

January 10, 2015!  There’s no agenda, just a 

bunch of ladies (all ages, too!) having fun on 

winter’s morning.   We meet at Sunrise Café, 

127 E. State Street, Kennett Square, PA 

19348  They have free parking in the parking 

garage on Saturdays.  Questions?  Call Margee 

Michaels or Chris Curtiss. 
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Do you pay your bills online? 

Many of us pay our bills online.  It’s fast, 
convenient and doesn’t require a stamp!  
Consider adding West Grove UMC to 
your list.  There are no fees involved for 
this service. 

If you bank at National Penn Bank or 
Fulton Bank, you can set up an auto-
matic transfer to the church’s account 
there at no cost to you. 

If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to call Donna Fackler, our 
Church Administrator at 610-869-9334.  
She will be happy to help you! 

Mission Tree  

Thank You 
Thank you, dear friends, for your gen-

erous and amazing support of families 

in need this Christmas season. We 

had many tags up on the tree and still 

had families asking for more when 

they were all gone. Your generosity 

made Christmas bright for families in 

our Children’s Morning Out program, 

at Penn-London Elementary School, 

our local community, and at Twin 

Pines Nursing Home. What a blessing 

it is to give others the gift of love at 

Christmas! Thank you! 

Save the Date! 

SE DISTRICT TOOLS FOR MINISTRY 
Saturday, March 7, 2015 

West Grove UMC, 300 N. Guernsey Road, West 

Grove, PA 19390 

 

Event Schedule:     8:30 -- 9:00    Check In and Light 

Breakfast 

9:00 – 9:15     Welcome 

9:20 -- 10:40   Session One Work-

shops 

         10:40 – 11:00   Break 

         11:00 – 12:20   Session Two Work-

shops     

 

Clergy please publicize the date in your congrega-

tion so that people can reserve it in their schedules. 

We have a broad spectrum of very interesting work-

shops planned. Registration will open January 15th. 
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R.O.M.E.O. 

Retired Older Men 
Eating Out  

  Come out and join this 
group of guys for lunch.   
They don’t have any 
agenda, and just like to 

sit around, talk, hang out and eat! 

They look forward to you joining them 
on Thursday, January 22 at the 
Perkins in Avondale at 12:00 p.m.  

R.O.M.E.O. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hear the Stories! 

Luther Class is for men and women 

who are interested in coming 

together to learn the stories of the 

Bible. The Bible Study is open to 

anyone interested in gathering each 

Wednesday for a mid-week time of 

fellowship and bible study. You do 

not need to be a resident of Luther 

House to attend. All are welcome. 

We meet every Wednesday from 2-

3 p.m. at Luther Building #1 in the 

parlor, right inside the door.  Come 

join us! Bring your friends.  If you 

have any questions, contact Cindy 

Haley at:  

chaley@zoominternet .net   

 

Care Givers 

Group  
 

Caregivers meet on the 

second Wednesday of 

each month.  The next 

meeting is on January 

13, at 7 p.m. in 

Room #16.   

Please join us if you are caring for a loved one, 

close or from afar.  Find love and support from 

others in your situation. Thank you. 

 

Retired Active People (R.A.P.) 
FRIDAY,  

January 9 
12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us for fun and fellowship on 

Friday, January 9 at noon.   

 

We provide the desserts and beverages!   

Let's celebrate the New Year together.  

Our events are open to the community and will prove to be a fun 

time for all!   

Hope to see you there!    Blessings,  Lisa Reoli 
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Social Action Event, Human 
Trafficking, is being 
presented on Saturday, 
February 28th (snow date 
March 14th) at the Christ 
Middletown UMC.  This event is 

sponsored by the Southeast District 
UMW and will begin at 9:00am with a 
light breakfast brunch (choice of 
beverages, bagels, or breakfast 
casseroles, etc.) 

  

Our program will begin at 10:00am in the church sanctuary of Christ Middletown, which is 
located at 600 East Dutton Mill Road, Brookhaven, PA.  Pastor Obed Almeyda will be our 
speaker.  He is licensed by the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel as senior pastor of 
Healing Word Ministries.  He is Co-Chair for the Montgomery County Anti-Human Trafficking 
Coalition and he is also the Executive Director of the Mid-Atlantic Dream Center.  The mission of 
this center is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving and serving the forgotten members of our 
society such as the hungry, the homeless, or the victims of human trafficking. 

  

We hope you will join us so that you too can become more aware of the signs of human trafficking, 
what you and/or your group can do to alleviate this issue, and how you might be able to help 
victims.  Listed below is RSVP information (so we know how much food is needed). 

  

Ann Daniel 

7704 Delphia Place 

Philadelphia, PA 19153 

Tel. No. 267-408-1168 

Email:  acardan@verizon.net 

Resolve to listen  

Christian philosopher Paul Tillich said, “The first responsibility of love is to 

listen.” Yet in our fast-paced culture, truly listening to someone has become a 

lost art.  

 

The intricate Chinese written character for the verb to listen offers wise in-

sight about how to listen to people so they feel heard. The symbol is actually 

a combination of characters for ears, eyes and an open heart. Basically it 

reads, “I give you my ears, my eyes and my undivided attention.” What a great image of being fully 

engaged during the act of communication!  

 

James 1:19 offers two wise resolutions for the year ahead: Be “quick to listen” and “slow to speak” 

(NRSV). Practicing the skill of active listening is a much-needed way to minister to other people, 

serving as Jesus’ “ears” in a hurting world.  
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Have you been traveling? 

Away on vacation? 

Sick on Sunday morning? 

Want to remember an 

illustration from a sermon? 

Did you know? Sermons are 

now available on the 

website! You can choose to 

read them in manuscript 

form or listen to them in 

mp3 form.  

 In this season of  

Advent, Christmas, 

and Epiphany, we will  

explore the Infancy 

narratives as we find 

them in the gospel of 

Mathew. Advent itself 

we might understand 

as God's dream for the 

world coming true: in 

the arrival of Jesus, the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And yet, 

Matthew's story of Advent and Christmas is told very deliber-

ately in a series of four progressive scenes, each of which fea-

tures a nighttime dream to human beings... Dreams which offer 

divine guidance, or warning from danger, or a challenge to try 

something new. If Advent is God's dream coming true, we 

might ask: how do we ourselves (and our church) live into 

God's dream, and does God today offer guidance or protection 

or challenge to us in dreams? 

 

A 4-Week Bible Study 

Based on Mathew 1:18-2:23 

Do you believe that God speaks to you in dreams? 

Join us on Wednesday mornings from 

9:30—11:00 a.m., Room 8 

December 3, 10, 17 and January 7 

Please contact Pastor Monica if you have any questions. 

Pray with-
out ceas-

ing 

The more we pray, 
the more we shall want to pray. The 
more we pray, the more we can pray. 
The more we pray, the more we shall 
pray. He who prays little will pray less, 
but he who prays much will pray more. 
And he who prays more will desire to pray 

more abundantly.  

Fill a Jar  
Need a new tradition to begin the new year? One way to reflect on your blessings 

as the days and months pass is to fill a Blessing Jar. Simply find a container 

(ideally with a lid) and place it in a prominent place in your home. Next to it, set 

slips of paper and writing utensils.  

 

Encourage every family member to jot down one thing they’re grateful for every 

day. If you have a large family, you may need one jar for each person. You can al-

so use different-colored paper slips for each family member.  

 

Every week, sit down together and review the many ways that God is present in your lives.  
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~ Open, Grow, Serve ~ 
At West Grove UMC, we love God by opening our hearts to Jesus, growing our 

faith and serving our community and world in His name. 

 

 
 

 

The Reverend Monica B. Guepet,  Lead Pastor 

pastor@westgroveumc.org 
        

Rev. Jim Mundell - Associate Pastor, Chaplain at Jenner’s Pond 

 jimm@westgroveumc.org 

Office Hours: M-F, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Staff 
Donna Fackler  -  Church Administrator   

donnaf@westgroveumc.org 
 

Betsy Smith - Traditional Music Director 

Contemporary Music Interim Director   

betsys@westgroveumc.org 
 

Sandy Deckard—Handbell Choir Director 
 

Jamie Lindtner - Youth Director 

jamiel@westgroveumc.org 
 

Melissa Jones - Member Connection and Small 

Groups Coordinator: melissaj@westgroveumc.org  
 

 Tracy McLaughlin—Children’s Morning Out Director 

tracym@westgroveumc.org 
 

     Maira Tena - Nursery Attendant 
 

Helen Carlin-Sunday Morning Coordinator & Office 

Volunteer 

Board and Committee Leadership 
 

Carol Whelan -  Administrative Council Chair  

John Boyd -  Trustee Chair 

Larry Yates -  Finance Chair 

Jeff Curtis - Treasurer 

Sara Ann Ramberger - Financial Secretary 

Cindy Hoover -  Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair  

Judy Gambill -  Education Team Chair 

Bill Jones -  Children’s Ministry Team Contact 

Susan Paisley - Faith Community Nurse 

Janice Bowers - Missions Team Chair 

Don Hurst - Hospitality Committee Chair 

Cindy Haley – Delegate to Annual Conference 

Roger Bates - Lay Leader    

Cindy Haley -  U.M.W.  President 

Open- Prayer Chain Coordinator 

Amy Castaldi - Nursery Coordinator 

John Gambill, Betty Mundell and Denise Byers 

Ad Council Member at Large         
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