
 

West Grove  

United Methodist Church           

   300 North Guernsey Road,  

West Grove, Pa.  19390  

 Phone: 610 -869 -9334,  

Fax: 610 -869 -0110  

    E:mail: office@westgroveumc.org  

 Website:  www.westgroveumc.org  

 

March 2015 

 

  Star 

 
òI am about to do a new thing; 

   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

I will make a way in the wilderness  

   and rivers in the desert.ó Isaiah 43:19 

 

This fall, our aloe plant needed to be repotted.  This plant had travelled with Steve 

and I for the last eleven years.  It had been broken off and used as needed.  It had 

seen seasons of high attention and use.  It had seen seasons of low attention, low 

use, and perhaps, low watering.  It needed a new start.  So, I found a pot from our garage and repot-

ted it.  I watered it regularly and keep it in a spot with some sunlight.  We have used a few times 

since the fall, but in general, I rarely look at it, except to water it.   

 Imagine my surprise when three weeks ago, I notice some non -aloe leaves coming up in the pot 

alongside the hardy aloe plant.  I asked Steve and the children if they had dropped any seeds in the 

potñno one had.  So, after deciding to give the leaves an opportunity to show themselves, we 

watched with delight as a purple hyacinth peeked out from between the verdant leaves.  It seems 

that the pot I found was an Easter gift from a previous year that retained bulbs in the soil.  I wonder 

what other signs of spring will surprise us over the next couple of weeks.   

 As I have watched this plant, I have also thought about what God does with us, as individuals 

and as a church.  Do we not have times when we fill broken off and used, like my hardy aloe plant?  

Are there not times when we are very attentive to God and other times when we almost forget about 

God?  Do we not need a new start, from time to time?   

 God continues to surprise us!  The scripture verse at the top of the page is the prophet Isaiah 

speaking Godõs words to Godõs people, from thousands of years ago to today.  

GOD IS ABOUT TO DO A NEW THING!   

 Whether your Lent has been reflective and restorative or another day of trying to keep up, consid-

er that God may still surprise you with Godõs presence.  God shows up in the most surprising plac-

es.  Do you perceive it?  Look around!  Listen closely!  God is near.  Let us draw near, again, to God.  

      

                         In Godõs Love,  

                         Pastor Monica  
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March Worship at West Grove UMC 
Please join us in our worship service to be blessed by the Word of God. 

 

Coffee Fellowship this month is 

hosted by the Trustees Team  

Due to the increase in food allergies 

among the general population as well as 

our own congregants, we request that any 

items brought for the fellowship hour have 

a note attached if there are nuts in them 

(including coconuts).  Thank you.  

 

Second Sunday in Lent - March 1  
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:1 -10  
Sermon: òA Thorny Situationó  

                                            Preacher:  The Rev. Dick Sarley  
Life is full of thorns and this reminds us that we 
are dependent on Godõs presence and Godõs 

strength each day.  
*Emergency Food Pantry Collection Day is on the  first 

Sunday of each month  
 

 

    Third Sunday in Lent - March 8                
  Communion Sunday  

Baptism Sunday ~ Peter David Guepet  
8:30  

   Scripture:  John 2:13 -22  
Sermon:  Spring Cleaning  
Preacher: The Rev. Dawn Taylor -Storm, District 
Superintendent  

11:00 a.m.  
   Scripture:  Luke 18:15 -18  
   Sermon:  Let the Children Come  

Preacher: Bishop Peggy Johnson  
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 15  
Scripture: Ephesians 2:1 -10,       
    John 3:14 -21  
  Sermon:  New Life?  

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent ñMarch 22  
Scout Sunday  

 Scripture:  Jeremiah 31: 27 -34  
   Sermon: Walk in the Light  

 

Palm Sunday - March 29  
5th Sunday Coin Collection  
Benefits Childrenõs Morning Out 

Scripture: Mark 11:1 -11  
Sermon: The Lord has Need of You  

11:00 am Choir Cantata: Testimony of Life  

рǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ [ƻƻǎŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ 

On  Sunday, March 29,  we will support our Childrenõs Morning Out Scholarship 

Fund with our loose change coin collection. Our CMO and Preschool is very fortunate 

to be able to provide scholarships for children who otherwise might not get this im-

portant head start in education.  

In the months that have a fifth Sunday, the Missions Team designates  

 a specific recipient of the donations collected.  

Thank you for your support and generosity!  

Save the 

date!   

New member classes 

will start on April 

19, 2015 .  We will 

meet on Sunday 

mornings for 3 

weeks in Pastor 

Monica's office.   On May 10th, we will welcome 

new members into our congregation.   If you have 

any questions, please contact Pastor Monica or 

Melissa Jones.  



 Holy  Week Services 
 

                              Palm Sunday  
                                  Sunday, March 29  

          8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services  

  11:00 a.m. Service features the Cantata òTestimony of Lifeó 

We begin worship celebrating the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusa-
lem and end with his betrayal and death on the cross. Services at 8:30 

a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  
 

 

 

        Celebration of the Last Supper  
             Thursday, April 2, 7:00 p.m.  

            On Holy Thursday, we will recall Jesusõ last supper with 
his disciples and his betrayal at the hands of Judas. The service 

will include a celebration of Holy Communion.  
 

 

 

           Good Friday Community Service                                                                    
           Friday, April 3 ~ 7:15 p.m.  

                   Hosted by Ministerium Church, location to be determined  

            

  On this evening, you may join residents of our community for a service of                     
                reflection and preaching by area pastors.  

 

                             

  

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday  
April 5  

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.  
On this triumphant Easter morning, join us to celebrate Christõs victory 

 over sin and death at our Sunrise Service.  

Contemporary Celebration Service at 8:30 a.m. and  

Traditional Celebration Service at 11:00 a.m.  

Join us as we celebrate the Risen Christ this day with Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Christ has defeat-
ed death. Rejoice in his victorious resurrection for you!    

  

Nursery and Childrenõs Worship provided  

at all services.  
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EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM  
 

Itõs Easter Flower time and you  may order yours by placing  a check or cash in the 

òEaster Floweró envelope and dropping it in the collection plate or  the church office. 

Envelopes are available at  the   Welcome Center or from the Sunday Ushers.  

We offer Tulips in 6ó pots for $5.00 each.  Lilies with 4-5 blooms in 6ó pots are $9.50 

each.  Due to Easter falling late in the season this year, we are unable to offer Daffodils 

as a flower choice.    

Last date to order flowers is Sunday, March 29.  

Please designate below how you wish to offer these flowers,  so it can be recognized in the Easter Sunday 

Bulletin.  Contact the church office with questions or concerns.  

 

In Memory of _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Name: ____________________________________________       Total Amount $ ______________________ 

24 Hour Prayer Vigil  
Friday, April 3, 9 a.m. through  

Saturday, April 4, 9 a.m.  
 

 Sign up for a one -hour time slot to come into the church sanctuary 

and pray for individual needs of our church family, as well as for 

needs of our community .  

 

If you have never prayed for an hour, thatõs okay! We have plenty 

of materials to guide you through. Youõll be surprised how quickly the 

time goes by and how refreshed and energized you feel!  

 

Pink prayer request slips will be available in the weekly bulletin as well as in the lobby for you to 

submit a prayer request for the vigil.  

A sign up sheet is also available in the lobby to sign up to pray.  
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Save the Date!  

Saturday, March 7, 2015  

West Grove UMC, 300 N. Guernsey Road, West Grove, PA 19390  

The Board of Lay Ministry will sponsor a district -wide training event on Saturday, March 7 here at 

West Grove UMC once again!   The workshops will be led by outstanding lay persons and pastors 

who will share their special gifts, talents and experiences, in transforming their churches and minis-

tering in their communities. This is a great opportunity to meet and network with other people from 

our district and share ideas and experiences. If you are interested in attending, please contact 

Melissa Jones.  

 

               Event Schedule   
 

Ý 8:30 -9:00 Check In and Light Breakfast  

Ý Gathering in the Sanctuary  

Ý 9:00 -9:15 Welcome  

Ý 9:20 -10:40 Session One Workshops  

Ý 10:40ð11:00 Break  

Ý 11:00 ð 12:20 Session Two Workshops  

Ý 12:20 Lunch Available for Purchase  

 

Day of Event  

Hoagie & Bottle of Water sold by the Youth Group:  $6  

(Hoagies are not included in registration fee.)  

 

Registration Fee  

If registered by the February 20th Deadline is $10 (includes breakfast)  

Registration Fee February 21 -28 is $12.00  

Late Registration After February 28 is $15.00  

 

GO TO THIS LINK TO REGISTER:  

https://southeastdistrictepa.smartevents.com/public/events/tools -for -ministry -2015  

 

Online registration is requested. If you are not able to register on line please call Lin George at 

610.436.4277. Please have a credit card and your workshop selections ready when you call.  
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CONGREGATIONAL WORK DAY  

SATURDAY, APRIL 11  

8 A.M. -2 P.M.  

What is it?  
It is an invitation to everyone in the congregation to come and help clean and brighten the 

church inside and out.  

 

Who sponsors the òWork Dayó event? 
The WGUMC Board of Trustees are charged with scheduling maintenance work inside and 

outside of the church that members and friends can safely perform.  

 

When does it happen?  
Saturday, April 11th from 8:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. is the designated date and time.  However, 

some tasks can be done at your convenience.  The trustees need to know about the tasks 

you are willing to do at a different time.  

 

How do I know what needs to be done and whether I or my children can 

accomplish some tasks?  
A poster listing all the various chores that need to be addressed is posted 
in the lobby.  You are invited to sign up for those tasks that feel com-

fortable for you.  More than one group, family or individual can sign 
up for a particular tasks, so be sure to include your phone num-
ber, along with your name and chosen tasks on the signup 

sheet.  

 

What should I bring?  
Appropriate work gloves for the task youõve chosen.  All cleaning 

agents and most of the tools are provided by the trustees.  
Trustees will call you in advance if they see a need for extra 
tools.  

The trustees will provide snacks and drinks for all the workers!  
 

Questions?  Call Vernon Ramberger  

at 610 -869 -3863  


